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I was chatting to him on the telephone earlier this month, wishing him a Happy New Year.  He told me he was in his 91st. year and we were happily reminiscing about the old days - as you do!  So, it was with great sadness that I learned yesterday that Joe Vaughan had died.

Joe was the 'father' of umpire training in Ireland.   In the early 1970's he travelled to Manchester where he qualified as an umpire instructor with the Association of Cricket Umpires.  Single handedly, he ran umpire training courses in Belfast, making the long trip from his home in Armagh, before enlisting the assistance of George Archer and Stanley Long.   
It was some 15 years later that he 'passed the baton' to me saying that a younger person should take over the job.   It was a polite request, but when Joe spoke it was a bit like a royal command - you didn’t refuse!  He and I also travelled to Dublin for a few question & answer sessions, before they established their own training in Leinster.  He remained committed to the improvement in umpiring and was always the wise counsel in the background.

As an umpire he rose to the top of the tree and stood in 3 Ireland international fixtures, a 3-day match versus Holland at Downpatrick in 1976, a 1-dayer versus India in ' 82 at Ormeau and back to Downpatrick again the following year for the 1st. class fixture against Scotland.

Joe was a sport lover and was never happier than when watching cricket at the Mall or football at Loughgall.  For many years he was an ever present spectator at the NCU Challenge Cup finals and never missed an Irish Cup final - north or south.

During the troublesome 1970's Joe and the late Liam Keegan of Leinster established umpire exchanges - a rather controversial move at the time and viewed with certain distaste by some members of both Associations. 
So much so that they had to be described as "private" rather than "official" visits!  Only Joe Vaughan could have carried the day.  Late night cross-border return journeys took many hours, with stop and search road blocks and delays.

The esteem in which Joe was held in local cricket circles was manifested when in 1991 he was elected President of the Northern Cricket Union - a unique honour for an umpire.  Later he became an Honorary Life Member of both the N.C.U. and our own N.I.A.C.U.S.  Admired, respected, universally popular and a true gentleman, Joe Vaughan's determination in establishing formal umpire training, is a lasting legacy of which we are all justly proud.

To his widow May and the wider family circle, we in NIACUS, extend our condolences at this sad time.

                                    
Paddy O’Hara 24th January 2008
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When I was writing my notes, I thought it important to stress the need for attendance at the monthly meeting. In January, we had 23 attendees and 5 apologies from a membership of 52. At the meeting, John Boomer gave a quite comprehensive presentation on Duckworth/Lewis. 

As this method is being introduced in Section 2 this season, it is most important that everyone is fully aware of the workings of the system. Remember, it is the Umpires who are responsible for the correctness of the information in the event of any stoppages.  

We are now faced with personal decisions as to where we reside in the cricket world. With the demise of ACUS, we now need to decide if we want to register with the ECB-ACO or ICUS or is there another avenue to be explored? This will be a decision only you can make. Further information on the different scenarios will be communicated to you, but could I suggest that you make 16th. February at Limavady, a must attend day. 
I finish by making no apology for again reminding everyone that the Association is for you. To grow stronger, we need all the members working hard for the Association. If there is a particular subject you want addressed, please let someone on the Committee know.
Keep remembering our colleague, Ted. Still smiling and trying hard to recover. Don't forget - Ward 7 North, City Hospital.                                      

Yours in sport, Joe
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W/E SATURDAY JULY 28
[image: image15.wmf]Twenty20 finals day (originally due to take place on July 6) on Sunday but NCU “couldn’t” avoid clash with Ireland A’s second game with Denmark at Moylena. Muckamore took much criticism for being given the match but on the day they did the club proud and while the pitch wasn’t the greatest, what square is at its best after the June/July rains. The Danes put up a slightly better performance today and indeed it was Ireland’s last wicket stand of 41 which proved vital. The margin of victory was 27 runs. With the start at Moylena delayed by an hour, the Twenty20 final was almost half over by the time I arrived at Shaw’s Bridge, Waringstown playing Derriaghy who were set a modest 116 to win. However, Ijaz Ahmed took a hat-trick (the third I’ve seen this season!) and with Garfield Harrison rolling back the years to take three wickets in 13 balls, Derriaghy lost eight wickets for 19 and were all out for 78. So the first trophy of the season to the Villagers and the league and Challenge Cup holders have only to wait until Friday for the next final. Before that, I had three days’ cricket watching Ireland Under 19s attempt to qualify for the World Cup finals. Upritchard Park, against the Netherlands and Osborne Park against Denmark and Scotland were the venues and three wins booked their place in Malaysia in February. The last match brought Trevor Magee into action in an unfamiliar role - putting the Duckworth/Lewis target score up on the manual scoreboard at Osborne after every ball. Only problem, he couldn’t count to six! So to Downpatrick for the Cup final and although it was the first scheduled one-innings final since the Second World War weather ensured it couldn’t be completed in one day, On Saturday, North Down continued their awesome record in the competition this millennium with a four-wicket win with two balls to spare. It would have been more if David Kennedy’s innings had not been cut off on 80, with North Down needing 29 to win. The normally mild-mannered Kennedy was given out caught behind, and let’s just say, he did not make a graceful departure.  The umpire, completing an eventful week, one Trevor Magee.

W/E SATURDAY AUGUST 4 

With the weather improving, there was no let-up in the action and on Sunday it was off to Shaw’s Bridge for the Ulster Cup semi final between Instonians and Waringstown. The home ‘mat’ proved perfect for Eugene Moleon who cranked up the speed stakes and took three wickets as the Villagers were restricted to 161 for nine. Andrew White and Regan West saw Instonians into the final and Waringstown to their second cup defeat in successive days. On Tuesday, I booked into the Grand Hotel for two nights to take in Ireland A’s three-day game against MCC at Malahide. I wasn’t expecting much from the match, it was just a check on what is coming through to the full squad, but the game turned into a contender for most entertaining match of the season.
After a scoring rate of five runs an over throughout the match, MCC needed six off the last ball to level the scores with eight wickets down. They failed but a draw was a fair result. To the other end of the country next day for the Northern Bank Senior Cup final at Eglinton. This is still a two-day final and nobody is complaining, probably because of the neutral support that turns up. Thanks to a century from Ian McGregor and 163 runs from the last 18 overs Limavady had a 182 runs first innings lead so, game over and after a hectic couple of weeks, stayed closer to home on Saturday. Carrickfergus v Civil Service North was all about scraping points to save against relegation.  It looked as if CSN were on course to get 209 for victory but they lost late wickets and Carrick picked up the points with 10 runs to spare.
W/E SATURDAY AUGUST 11
No cricket until Thursday this week and then it was the Inter-Continental Cup clash between Ireland and Scotland at Stormont. Another disappointing crowd for an international match but the way the Scots batted on the first day will not attract too many people. They finished on 183 for seven from 101 overs! Taking the four-day game to its extreme! The Irish bowlers deserve some of the credit but they didn’t bowl that well! In contrast Ireland scored 179 for four on day two and that, after the Scots last three wickets had added 131. Or rather John Blain decided to take the attack to the Irish and it paid off, scoring 93 from his own bat. Still Ireland should have enough batting depth to get the first innings points which seems all that is up for grabs after Saturday’s wash-out.
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I must begin this month’s editorial by extending the Association’s hearty congratulations to our esteemed Vice-President, Brian Walsh, on his recent award for “Outstanding Contribution to Coaching and Coaching Services” from ECB Sky Sports.

Included in this edition is a contribution from Dave Brandon on what ICUS might have to offer members in light of the recent merger of ACUS & ECB/ACO.  This is NOT meant to be a statement of NIACUS’ thinking on where we should go from here, but was requested because some members felt that a degree of balance was needed as last month’s statement on the result of the ACUS ballot might have been interpreted by some as a fait accompli regarding our future.  This was not my intention, and there is still much mileage to follow in regard to all of this & information will be made available as it becomes known.

The current mailing list for THE FOLLOW-ON has 129 names on it.  So far, 50 have decided to receive theirs by e-mail & it would be of great benefit to the Association if more of you would like to.  So, if you wish to join the electric mob let me know a.s.a.p.                             
Alan
PAGE TWO

	Duckworth/Lewis Training for NCU Clubs


[image: image16.wmf]The 2007 NCU AGM agreed to extend the Premier League playing regulations to Division 1 Section 2.  Therefore most of the Section 2 clubs will be using the Duckworth Lewis method in matches for the first time. 

Where matches are interrupted and overs are lost the match result will be determined using the Duckworth Lewis system.  It is the responsibility of the home club to ensure that par score tables are produced as required. 

Training has been arranged specifically for the Section 2 Clubs but can also serve as a refresher for all clubs in the Premier League and Section 2.  

A training course has been arranged as follows:

Mon 18 February 2008 7.30pm in Shaw’s Bridge
For anyone unable to attend on this evening the course will be repeated on:

Wed 5 March 2008 7.30 pm in Shaw’s Bridge
[image: image17.wmf]It is recommended that Clubs should have at least two people trained to operate the D/L program.  It is also recommended that these operators should not be the scorer in the match.
Whilst the training sessions are primarily for Section 2 clubs other interested parties (Premier League Clubs / Scorers / Umpires) are invited to come along.  

Club representatives should bring a laptop so that the program (Coda70) can be installed at the course.
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As our training course is now in full swing and this year is interactive with the scorers, this month we set "one for the scorers".  Umpires are welcome to respond as well of course - (good chance to show the scorers up!).  More claret on offer from the Editor.  Go to it, boys and girls!
P.S.  It would be nice to receive an entry from "Diesel" Callender for these puzzlers.
 "HAVING CONCEDED ONE RUN AND TAKEN ONE WICKET FROM HIS FIRST TWO OVERS, A BOWLER STARTS HIS NEXT OVER AS FOLLOWS:-  WIDE BALL FROM WHICH THE BATSMEN RUN A SINGLE; WIDE BALL THAT RUNS TO THE BOUNDARY; WIDE BALL FROM WHICH THE STRIKER IS GIVEN OUT STUMPED.   RAIN STARTS TO FALL AND THE MATCH IS ABANDONED.  YOU ARE NOW REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THIS BOWLER`S ANALYSIS FOR THE INNINGS. 

A)  HOW MANY COMPLETE OVERS HAS HE BOWLED?
B)  HOW MANY BALLS (I.E. THE NUMBER AFTER THE DECIMAL POINT IN THE OVERS COLUMN)?
C)  HOW MANY MAIDENS?
D)  HOW MANY RUNS HAS HE CONCEDED?
E) HOW MANY WICKETS HAS HE TAKEN?                
The Puzzler
	
     [image: image7.wmf]
NEWFORGE COUNTRY CLUB, BELFAST

SATURDAY 12TH APRIL 2008

7.00 for 7.30 PM

This year’s Annual Dinner will now take place on Sat 12th April [it was previously announced as Sat 5th] when the Guest Speaker will be Keith Pont. You, of course, will be coming and we would like as big a party night as possible.  So you are hereby ordered to conscript as many friends and guests as you can to join us for this fun evening.  Attached to this month’s copy is your booking form which you are urged to return A.S.A.P. 
AS USUAL, ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EVENING WILL BE THE BALLOT FOR WHICH YOU ARE REQUESTED TO GENEROUSLY PROVIDE PRIZES C/O OUR JOVIAL ESTEEMED MASTER OF CEREMONIES BOB KANE, AGAIN A.S.A.P [& AS FAR AS POSSIBLE] IN ADVANCE OF THE EVENT.



	DON’T FORGET TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE
http://thefollowonline.blogspot.com/


[image: image8.wmf] 

SUPPLIERS OF SUPERIOR UMPIRES’ CLOTHING

Sam Alexander is able to provide a selection of high quality umpires’ clothing emblazoned with the NIACUS logo at the following attractive prices:

Blue or white shirt Long or Short Sleeve £12.50

Navy or White Blouson Fleece:  £25

Selection of trainers also available £30 - £60

Sets of light & heavy bails

For orders & further details contact Sam at

[H] 028 9181 7880 [M] 078 6621 8407
PAGE THREE
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THE INSTRUCTOR
This is the THIRD of a series of articles on CONCENTRATION. The stimulus and inspiration for these essays was the excellent and enlightening presentation on ‘Concentration’, given by Professor Aidan Moran, at the Annual Seminar organised by ACU&S Ireland at Drogheda in February 2007.
Switching between Broad and Narrow Focus
 During an over, the bowler’s end umpire has a greater responsibility for controlling play than his partner, with more situations to observe and more potential decisions to make.  However, it is essential that the striker’s end umpire also maintains the appropriate level of concentration while the ball is in play.  As a passage of play develops, the focus of attention of both umpires will alternate between broad and narrow, but not necessarily in the same way or at the same time.  A couple of examples from typical incidents of play will help to illustrate the similarities and differences.

Scenario 1:  A fast bowler bowls to the striker, who plays the ball into the cover region. Both batsmen begin to move out of their ground and the striker calls “Wait!” as a fielder runs to field the ball which he picks up cleanly and returns to the wicket-keeper. Both batsmen return to their ground safely and no run is scored.

As the bowler approaches the wicket, the focus of attention, for the bowler’s end umpire, changes from broad to narrow, reaching its peak as he observes the grounding of the back foot, and then the front foot, in the delivery stride. He must retain this maximum level of concentration as he follows the flight of the ball and until the striker makes contact with the ball. His focus then broadens as he quickly moves to the on-side to take up a position in line with the popping crease, as far back from the pitch as possible in the time available. As he does so, he must keep the path of the ball, the fielding of it, as well as the movement of the batsmen, in his line of vision.  As the ball is returned to the wicket-keeper and it becomes clear that the action for that delivery has come to an end [and hence the ball is dead] his concentration can relax as he returns to his position behind the wicket.
The striker’s end umpire will start the passage of play with a broad focus of attention using his peripheral vision to note when the ball comes into play by observing when the bowler commences his run up.  

Having checked that the bowler’s arm action is legitimate, his focus will narrow, centred on the striker playing the ball.
But he will have a broader focus than his colleague at this stage as he takes in the wider picture of the fielders, including the wicket-keeper, and the batsmen as the action progresses.  
As the ball is returned to the wicket-keeper, his focus will narrow and will centre on the position of the striker’s bat in relation to the popping crease, and whether or not it is grounded or in the air.  Again, if necessary, he should use his peripheral vision, and the evidence of his ears, to check that the ball is taken cleanly and that the wicket is broken correctly.  It is good technique, as events are developing, to move a few paces towards the wicket in order to have the best possible view of the action but always making sure that a fielder is not impeded.  Once the ball becomes dead the umpire can relax.
Scenario 2:  The bowler bowls an away swinger that the striker plays at with his bat well away from his body. There is a noise as the ball passes the bat and deviates to the slip cordon. Second slip dives forward in attempting to catch the ball. There is an appeal and the batsman stands his ground. 
For the bowler’s end umpire, the switch from broad to narrow focus is the same as usual except, that in this situation, his maximum level of concentration continues until the slip fielder has completed the ‘catch’. If the umpire has any doubt about the legitimacy of the catch, he should consult his colleague.  In this scenario, a glance across at the striker’s end umpire may be all that is required to confirm that the ball carried or otherwise.  If, on the other hand, he wishes to discuss the situation with his partner, he must call and signal “Dead Ball” before leaving his position and only ask factual questions.  Once he has answered the appeal he goes into relaxed mode again.
The striker’s end umpire must also maintain his peak level of focus until the ball has been ‘caught’ by the fielder when the ball then becomes dead. He should also be aware of the possibility that his colleague may require his assistance in confirming whether the ball has been correctly caught, either by a simple signal or by consultation. 

If the appeal is turned down, both umpires should be aware of the possibility of comments from the fielding side to the striker and be ready to nip any potential trouble in the bud. If the appeal is upheld, then both umpires should meet, having taken possession of the ball, to emphasize their co-operation and teamwork.  This simple act also helps the umpires to relax before the next ‘scene’ is enacted.
The short periods of maximum concentration for any delivery may not last for more than 3 or 4 seconds.  Over the course of a 50 over-a-side match, each umpire may only be exercising peak focus of attention for between 15 and 20 minutes as the bowler’s end umpire and perhaps even less at the striker’s end.
PAGE FOUR

However, it is vital that both ‘custodians of the law’ maintain the appropriate level of concentration throughout the match in order to control play in the manner expected by the players and as laid down in the ‘Spirit of Cricket’.
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 the next article some of the ways in which an umpire’s concentration can be broken will be considered.
“It’s a funny kind of month, October.  For the really keen cricket fan it’s when you discover your wife left you in May”.                                                  DENIS NORDEN
That’s a remarkable catch by Yardley, especially as the ball quite literally rolled along the ground towards him.

MIKE DENNESS
	
 
 




ICUS was formed in 2006 after identifying a need to take a more professional approach to umpiring and scoring. It was felt that current training had failed to keep pace with the modern game and there was a need to produce a more formal qualification that would be recognised around the world.  The Institute was registered at Companies House and subsequently became part of Community Cricket Trust, who themselves received charitable status in the same period.

This dual arrangement paved the way for ICUS to join forces with Edexcel, the UK's largest examination body, and working closely within their framework, ICUS produced the first course in the world that resulted in learners being able to obtain a formal qualification. The ICUS BTEC Certificate in Cricket Umpiring is not an ‘off the shelf’ qualification that any organization can deliver. ICUS developed the Course within Edexcel’s Customised Framework to ensure that only ICUS trained and accredited Tutors and Assessors are eligible to deliver its content. There are currently four accredited tutors in Ireland.

During 2007, ICUS arranged comprehensive insurance cover for its members that included worldwide protection (the USA is excluded) for anyone who umpires or acts as a scorer away from their normal place of abode. We believe it is the best and most comprehensive cover available for cricket officials around the world. It allows full cover for such instances as being invited to stand in recognised games whilst on holiday and provides full cover for members who stand in competitions organised by other bodies such as the ECC or the ECB, something I know is important to umpires in Ireland.
ICUS places no restrictions on its members belonging to other like organisations, and offers introductory prices for new members who transfer from such bodies. The website has up to date information.
Existing qualifications cannot be transferred to ICUS. However we recognise that most people will have taken examinations and been officiating for many years. Working with Edexcel, we are therefore setting up a Prior Learning Program whereby, on satisfactory production of qualifications from another cricket body and evidence of relevant experience in support, ICUS can issue an accredited certificate without members having to undergo a full training course again. Normal conditions to retain that qualification will still apply however and again full details can be found on our website.

What membership of ICUS, the professional voice of independent umpires and scorers, offers its Members:  
(Just a few benefits)
· Rigorous, professionally-led, next-generation, education and development Courses and examinations
· Edexcel-accredited and recognised BTEC Certificate (and Advanced Diploma) qualifications in cricket umpiring

· Continuous Professional Development (CPD) 

· EU-wide Public Liability and Professional Indemnity and world-wide Personal Accident insurance cover

· Assistance with CRB accreditation (for UK members)

· Regular advanced education and development forums

· An interactive "webucation" website with large members area 
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A Waugh, Editor, 2 Bramble Avenue, Newtownabbey, BT37 0XL

waugh_alan@hotmail.com


EMPTY!!!!!! COME ON YOU LOT!!!!!!!!

_______________________________________________________________________
“Boiley, you’re a statue, I wish I was a pigeon”.
MELBOURNE SPECTATOR TO TREVOR BAILEY
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	January Puzzler – The Eventful Over 
The Answer
[A] How Many Runs in Total? [B] How Many Against the Bowler?



Ball 1 
The striker hits a boundary four                  4 runs [4]
Ball 2 

The next ball, called and signalled wide, 

goes to the boundary                              5 Wides [9] 
Ball doesn’t count in the over
Ball 3 
The striker plays the ball backward of square 

and the batsmen run a single                       1 run [10]
Ball 4 

The striker plays and misses, 

no signal from the umpire                       Dot ball [10]
Ball 5  

The batsmen run two, the umpire signals Leg Bye 
2 Leg Byes [12]
Ball 6 

The umpire calls and signals No Ball, the batsmen run 3, 

the umpire signals Short Run   1 NB and 2 runs = 3 [15]  

Ball doesn’t count in the over
Ball 7  

The batsman run one run, the umpire signals Bye   
1 Bye [16]
Ball 8 

The striker plays the ball to cover, the batsmen run and cross before the fielder throws the ball over the wicketkeeper’s head, 
the umpire signals boundary 4           1+ 4 = 5 runs [21]
	(A) TOTAL: 21  RUNS
(B) Debited against bowler:  18 RUNS
January Winner:  Murray Power
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Why did you start umpiring ?
The late Dai Jones phoned and talked me into it. He had no one else!  Match was Bangor v North Down Venue Ward Park and an 11.30.a.m. start even in the 80s.
Who was your first colleague ?
The late Ernie McLoughlin and I had the pleasure of standing with him many more times.
What was your most enjoyable match ?
Probably a semi final Downpatrick v Donemana.  Must have been no one left in Donemana that day.
 

Favourite ground ?
As I cannot vote for the Dee it has to be Downpatrick on a sunny day.
Funny moments ?
I advised the Bowler he was starting his last over. He advised me he only required three wickets to reach 1000 for his club. Even a nice wee LBW would help. £20 on offer. His first ball hit the batsman on the pad and the whole team appealed.  Not Out.  On his way back to his mark he stopped, smiled and said he was putting it up to £40. Even the Non striker laughed and my prayers for no further appeals during the next five balls were answered.
Any blunders ?
Yes but I did always try to learn from them.
Any honours ?
Senior Cup Final Lurgan v Waringstown.
Best teas ?
I always think we Umpires are treated well at tea time. Would vote for Laurelvale. I still remember playing against them when we had our first salad tea with home-baked wheaten loaf bread followed by local strawberries and cream.
Any other sports ?
Since retired, playing indoor bowls at Shaw’s Bridge to put the winter in. I can think of some cricketers who should try it as there are no catches to drop!
	DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 

MONDAY 1th FEBRUARY & MONDAY 10TH MARCH
Not forgetting Tuesday nights for Training[image: image12.png]
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Footnote
[image: image20.wmf]The travel jinx which has hounded one of our senior colleagues this year raised its head again after the LCUA dinner in Dublin at the end of January.  Such was the devastating impact on the person in question of the suggestion that management of NIACUS’ White Stick Trophy team be returned to Peter White that the radiating negative vibes which followed impacted heavily on his driver causing a slight deviation from the normal route back to Greenisland.  I am reliably informed that any suggestion that a new Magical Mystery Tour Company has been formed is completely without foundation. 
Ed.
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	NIACUS ANNUAL DINNER

Saturday 12th April 2008
Newforge Country Club, Belfast

7.00 for 7.30 pm
	


	Guest Speaker:  Keith Pont, Chairman of Community Cricket Trust 

Former First Class player and former Director of Cricket Development at the ECB
 


Booking Form

	Full Name:  
	No. of places required:  

	Full Names of Guests [Required for place names & seating plan]:

	Your Address:

                                          Contact Tel No:  

	Any special dietary requirements:

	Any special seating arrangements:

	ENCLOSE CHEQUE [payable to NIACUS] 
[@ £25.00 per person]
	Total Amount:

	Please send this form, together with your cheque, no later than Fri 28th March 2008 to:

Mr K Smith (Hon Sec NIACUS)

7 Moygannon Road, Donaghcloney, Co Armagh BT66 7NB

If you require further information, please contact the Hon Secretary on 07719 306751 

or by email at keithsmith7mr@aol.com


	Please note that in order to keep costs down no acknowledgement of your booking will be posted out to you.

We will be able to accommodate all those who wish to attend, but if you are anxious to know that your booking has been received, then please ring as indicated above.




