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	ERROR: The picture of Stormont which was used in the advertising in the last two issues for our Annual Conference was wrongly accredited to Cricketireland.org.  This was my fault, accidental & unintentional.  The photographer and owner of the Copyright is, in fact, Peter Russell and I’d like to apologise publicly for both the misinformation and any embarrassment or upset this may have caused.  Ed.
[image: image2.png]



Photo: © Peter Russell  


[image: image41.wmf]UMPIRES & SCORERS PLEASE NOTE


in Challenge Cup!!

Duckworth Lewis (D/L) is currently used in the Irish Senior Cup, NCU Premier League & Section II.  In 2009, it will be used in the Challenge Cup for the first time.  

Also, a newer & simpler version of the D/L programme (WinCoda) is now available.  Training sessions [which will serve as both refresher training and for clubs using D/L for the first time] will be held at Shaw’s Bridge on TUESDAY 24th FEBRUARY & THURSDAY 5th MARCH at 7.30 each evening.  

Clubs are asked to make sure they are represented at these sessions.
UMPIRES & SCORERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.
NB THE NEXT MONTHLY MEETING ON MARCH 9 WILL, AMONG OTHER THINGS, ALSO FOCUS ON THE NEW DUCKWORTH / LEWIS.
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Hello Readers.  Here we are at Issue No 134 & another one labelled February 09 because your Editor got a bit ahead of himself at New Year.  Still, I hope you won’t complain at the extra bit of reading – though on the basis of the usual Post Bag this would probably be highly unlikely!  I’m, for example, quite frankly, amazed that the correspondence in the last edition failed to rustle more feathers than it actually did!  Are, perhaps, my growing fears that no-one actually reads the publication becoming, in fact, a reality?!  For those practising umpires & scorers who do read it please note, especially, the items on Duckworth Lewis & the proposed changes to the NCU 2009 Bye-Laws.  I recommend attending the D/L training evening[s] & keeping eyes/ears open for the detail of the Bye-Law amendments.  I hope you do enjoy this issue which includes more from our India correspondent, Keith, and an interesting account of Mr Magee’s “Season to Remember” from Trevor himself, not forgetting the customary essential reading in Ian’s highly valued Diary.  I look forward to a full Post Bag next time round.
Alan
Postscript:  At its AGM on Thursday 22nd January, our sister Association, NWCUS elected Constantine McAllister as its new Chairman, Dermot Ward as Hon Treasurer, Lawrence Moore as Hon Secretary and Charles McElwee as the new Appointments’ Secretary [with Mary as his personal assistant!!].  It looks like a good team and we wish them well for the coming season.  
	MORE FOR UMPIRES & SCORERS TO NOTE


The NCU Competitions Directorate propose to make changes to the 2009 Bye-Laws.
All rearranged fixtures (Match 2 in Premier League & Section II) in Divisions 1 & 2 and cup fixtures may be played on non-turf pitches – in line with ground ratings.

Slow play is proposed to be punished on the field in games involving official umpires:  6 (six) runs added to batting team total for each over not completed within permitted timescale.

Further details to follow once available.
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Colleagues

I have just re-read the last offering from “The Instructor”.  This one was “Coping with Pressure” – what a powerful piece which, if implemented by each practising umpire, will surely lead to less confrontation on the field and will lead to a more enjoyable afternoon.  Another most enlightening article was “Concentration – Loss of Focus”.  All the articles, so meticulously prepared by “The Instructor”, are printed not just to fill the bulletin but to make each reader sit up and make a conscious decision to read, learn and inwardly digest the considered thoughts of one of our most experienced and well-liked officials.  Do you read the articles and, if not, why not?  Everyone can learn something new.  I hope that each one of us learns some points which will make us look forward to a successful and pleasurable summer.  Speaking of which reminds me that, as we get closer and closer to the start of the season, I have to impart to readers the fact that you will be seeing less of me during the season.  Now, before you all start cheering and clapping, let me explain.  On a recent visit to Gran Canaria, GREENPEACE tried to put me back into the water and the good Mrs Moore has now decided that I will be losing weight!  I guess that means no more sumptuous Lisburn teas and no more of Mrs Kennedy’s scones at Ballymena.  Life can be hard!
	I’m not sure just exactly of the Editor’s release date, but, as I write this, I am waiting with a certain sense of trepidation regarding my trip to the Leinster Dinner.  A senior colleague has cast aspersions on the driving and navigation skills of the chauffeur [who just happens to be your editor].  His most telling criticism was, “If he can’t find his way to Ballymena, how will he do a return journey to Dublin!?”  Time will tell!




Glad to have seen so many of you at the All-Ireland Conference.  Remember, too, that the date of the dinner has been changed – it is now Friday 27th March.  More details in the coming days.

Your friend

Joe
[image: image44.wmf]
Ed.  Just pondering possibility that the “senior colleague” referred to above might be the one who ran out of fuel trying to get to Ballymena last season.  Is this a worse crime than not finding it?!  And, to put your minds at rest, your Chairman has made it to & from Dublin.  SatNav is a useful tool although the three snoring 
senior passengers wouldn’t have noticed on the way home!
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Week ending August 1
Ireland duly defended their European Championship crown with five wins out of five and, proving their credentials as the top Associate in Europe they saved their best performances for the two ODIs against the Netherlands and Scotland at Clontarf. After beating Denmark by five wickets at Rathmines, the Dutch were bowled out for 142 and Ireland romped to victory in the 29th over with Niall O’Brien 58 not out.  Paul Stirling hit an unbeaten 56 in a four wickets win against Italy and then it was a case of sweet revenge against the Scots.  In a game which did not start until 2.15pm, a virtual full strength Ireland restricted the auld enemy to 152 for nine and set 128 in 27 overs by Duckworth/Lewis, because of another rain break, they reached their target with seven wickets and 19 balls to spare. 

Now in the busiest period of the season, so next day it was up to Eglinton for the North West Cup final, day one, between Limavady and Brigade. It proved to be a day which reminded seasoned watchers of NCU two-day finals with the Londonderry side reaching 167 for nine and Limavady content to equal it. Rain and bad light halted play three overs before half way and Limavady 21 runs behind.  With Ricky McDaid still there the holders should get the lead but there is everything to play for.

 Week ending August 8
All roads lead to Stormont this week for the World Twenty20 Qualifiers and the NCU have supported their parent body and international team by ruling out all scheduled fixtures on Saturday and Sunday. It probably got a few more people through the gate but not many. Indeed, I heard that five clubs had organised their own Twenty20 matches on the Sunday - obviously anything except watch a very good Ireland team! The bowlers were particularly impressive over three days as they reached Tuesday’s final against the Netherlands. The big win, as usual, was against the Scots on the first day with Alex Cusack and Andre Botha sharing seven wickets before Ireland won by four wickets with one ball to spare. The Bermuda game on Sunday was among the most remarkable I have ever seen. Ireland had reached 41 for four in eight overs when rain interrupted the match. 
By the time play could resume the game was reduced to nine overs and Ireland’s attempts to score quickly in their remaining over resulted in two runs for three wickets. The D/L target for Bermuda was 46 but Ireland immediately gained the upper hand when Peter Connell took two wickets with the first three balls and when Bermuda slumped to 26 for six after six overs, there was only one winner.               
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Two run outs in the next two overs summed up the panic and Ireland won by four runs as Bermuda finished on 41 for eight.                                        

Kenya were dispatched on Monday morning but again Ireland made it much more exciting than it should have been taking 19.1 overs to get 72, for the loss of six wickets.  It was the game that confirmed Ireland’s qualification for the World Twenty20 in England next year but the final, against the Netherlands, would decide whether it was Nottingham or London that Ireland would be playing their matches.  Ireland were unable to confirm their No 1 status because, although the 5th/6th place was played, the rain came in before the 1pm start to the final and not a ball was bowled. The trophy was shared but Ireland was given the No 1 Associate place because of their higher ranking. So Nottingham it is on June 8 and 10 and games against India and Bangladesh. Dare we dream of another Super eight qualifying place?                                                                  
There was still no rest for the Ireland team because next day they headed south for the Inter-Continental Cup game against Canada at Malahide. The rain followed us and there no was no play on Thursday although the main talking point was the missing Blotter, the supersopper which helps dry the outfield at the ODI grounds in Clontarf and Stormont. I never did get a satisfactory answer and its absence was to prove very crucial. There was a full day’s play on Friday with the feature a century for Andrew White as Ireland were able to declare at 326 for six after just 88 overs. Three wickets before the close put Ireland in command and as we left the ground on Friday night, everyone was confident Ireland could take 17 wickets in a day. But the forecast was poor!                                  
Week ending August 15
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The forecast for the Malahide may have been poor; the reality was much, much worse! Saturday started brightly enough and Canada were soon 52 for five, still 125 runs short of avoiding the follow-on. The pitch, though, wasn’t helping the bowlers and 30 overs and 89 runs later, the sixth wicket pair was still together. Then came the rain … and the rain … and the rain. Within an hour the ground, at least in front of the pavilion, was under water and although it was only day three of four there wasn’t another ball bowled in the match. [Photo: © CricketEurope] 

Twenty points would have put Ireland in a wonderful position to reach their third successive Inter-Continental Cup final but they had to be satisfied with nine and their disappointment was compounded when they heard the Scotland-Bermuda game in Glasgow was washed out without any play in the four days and Kenya took 10 points! Ireland knew they had to beat both Namibia and Kenya, away, in October to have a chance of retaining the trophy but, with the county players available, I was still backing the holders.

Drove home on Sunday and back down on Tuesday to Clontarf where the Blotter was not only visible but in action as it tried to ensure play in the one-off ODI against Canada. But, just as the umpires were inspecting, after an early lunch, the rain returned and another day of international cricket was washed out! On way home heard there was to be Wednesday morning inspection at Downpatrick ahead of Friday’s NCU cup final. Prospects were not good.

Two days later after Mark (I’m no longer single) Hawthorne had, bravely, given The Meadow not one but two chances to stage play, the final got under way on time. It wasn’t perfect but after a week of rain virtually everywhere else in the Province it was a miracle there was even a chance and great credit to the Downpatrick ground staff. As so often happens in such circumstances, the match was a thriller, in fact the best cup final since the 1994 tie. Civil Service North made 150 for nine and when they reduced Waringstown to 83 for seven it appeared game over.                                                                                                                           

But Peter Hanna and Dave Cheater got the Villagers to within nine runs of victory and still 20 balls remaining. Then panic took over, Hanna was run out, Cheater was caught at long-off next ball and when Mark adjudged Stuart Kidd caught behind with five runs needed from seven balls, Civil Service North was the newest name on the famous old trophy.                                                                                          Ian
[image: image46.emf]Indian Cricket League 

An Experience of a Lifetime

by Keith Smith
PART TWO
Off-duty time in Hyderabad included a trip to Chaminer market. The market is a hive of activity after mid-day, with stalls and shops overflowing with everything from kitchen utensils to spices, shoes to handbags and jewellery to boxes to put the jewellery in. One is expected to barter and it was here that I had my first lesson from Shakeel. The idea is to ask the price of an item, offer one third of the asking price and work from there. It also helps to have complimentary tickets to cricket matches as these are worth far more than the 100 rupees that they cost to purchase. 
	Since our wedding anniversary was just around the corner I decided to buy Joy some jewellery. I spotted what I thought was the perfect item and the fun started. Price obtained (I’m not giving any secrets away!) and I offered to pay a third of the requested price. Not enough, so in stepped Shakeel. Terms like ‘cricket’, ‘ICL’, ‘international umpire’, ‘visitor to your country from Ireland’ (he never did get the Northern Ireland bit) and ‘free tickets’ got results and we finally agreed on a price that was less than fifty per cent of the original asking price. I left feeling very pleased with myself until I later realised that I had bought a necklace with matching ear rings for pierced ears and Joy has not got pierced ears. Still, I’m not going to feel the pain! We also visited Golkonda Fort where the views over Hyderabad are quite amazing and where Dave’s wife, Julie, was swamped by young Indian women who wanted their photograph taken with this strange white faced lady with red hair. They really are the friendliest of people!
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The second phase of the tournament was held in Ahmedabad, a strange place to visit and not one for the faint-hearted. This is the homeland of Mahatma Gandhi and is an alcohol free state. Tourists can legitimately obtain liquor but the process is so long and complicated that it would be impossible to spell it out in this article. Suffice to say we managed. It was quite another thing trying to get the tonic to go with Julie’s gin and it ended up with the hotel manager getting it for us…48 cans!!
There is not a lot to see in Ahmedabad although we found a visit to Gandhi’s home and museum very interesting and quite moving. There is a tremendous amount of poverty around and our hotel overlooked a shanty town. Begging is commonplace, much of it organized by groups. You have to force yourself to say “No!” otherwise you will never get them to leave your side. It is also a very dusty place both on the roads and in the stadium and every one of us suffered from chest problems whilst we were there.

	The stadium in Ahmedabad had been unused for twenty-five years before we arrived. It was the largest of all four venues with a capacity in excess of eighty-five thousand. On one occasion it was reported that eighty-two thousand spectators were present but we felt that this was grossly exaggerated and that sixty-five thousand would have been closer to the mark. It was my quietest week of the tournament as I only stood once and was in the box twice. On the field I stood with Dave Orchard on the Sunday afternoon in temperatures that must have been in the high nineties. You know it’s hot when you can feel the sweat running down your back!


[image: image47.emf]
During the first innings of that match I gave Craig McMillan out LBW and he immediately lodged a challenge against my decision. For the first time in the tournament a little doubt crept into my mind as we waited an eternity for Allan Jones’s decision to appear on the big screen. Eventually Allan confirmed my decision by radio and told us that the TV director could not get the big screen to work. I had to raise the finger again and Craig had to go. The second innings commenced with two challenged decisions from the first two balls, again from my end. The first ball took off like a rocket and went through to the ‘keeper. Everybody appealed, including the crowd and my ‘not out’ decision was immediately referred by McMillan who said there was a distinct noise. Allan again confirmed my original decision saying that, even on ‘slow-mo’ there was no deflection and nothing to be heard from the stump microphone. On the second ball the batsman was hit on the pad in front of middle. This time everybody and everything went up, including my forefinger, and we got a challenge from the batsman. By this time the big screen was operating and there was a big cheer when ‘out’ appeared. Another three challenges and all in my favour.
Ahmedabad has left a scar on me for ever. After the visit to the Gandhi museum I went for a swim in the hotel pool. Whilst there one of the organisers arrived wanting my signature. His insistence led to me getting out of the water onto the marble surround, slipping and falling backwards and banging my head on the floor, resulting in a cut that required a number of sutures. Those who may have been able to watch the tournament on television might have seen me displayed to the world the following evening whilst Tony Greig announced to all my friends in Manchester, Hull and Northern Ireland that I was still alive and kicking!
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[image: image48.emf]The third leg of the tournament was in Delhi and it was this that I was looking forward to most. Although it was to be my busiest week, Joy was joining me and I couldn’t wait to see her. Dave and Julie Brandon, Shakeel and I were the first to travel to Delhi on a 05:45 flight. At 21:00 the night before we flew we had no tickets but I was handed the end of a Kookaburra cricket ball box on which was written ‘9W8112 / Dep: 05:45 / PNR: FWFEAI – 3 Umpire / for J Brandon NIXZRJ’. I was told to hand this in at the airport in exchange for our boarding cards. Would you believe it? It worked and all four of us arrived on time!

We stayed at the ITC Maurya Hotel which, I must say would equal, if not better most five star hotels in the UK. Once settled in we decided to take a trip to the ground since neither Dave nor Shakeel had been in Delhi on their previous tournaments. What we found was quite amazing. It looked more like a building site than a cricket ground with hundreds (literally) of workmen running around in all directions. The only thing that looked anyway close to being ready for the following night was the pitch itself. Amazingly the work was completed on time, apart from the fact that workmen were still laying carpets and putting in stairs when we arrived for the match.

	The biggest disappointment the next day was that Joy’s journey had been a nightmare. The plan was that I was to meet her at the airport mid afternoon which gave ample time to get to the hotel and changed before going to the stadium. My colleagues had willingly changed appointments in order that Dave and I could stand together with both our wives in attendance. In the event, flight time changes from Heathrow, her seat from Mumbai to Delhi being sold and further flight delays meant that Joy did not arrive until late evening. Julie once again came to rescue and went to the airport to meet her and they arrived at the ground to see the last five overs of the match. . . . . . . . . . . . .
                                                         Keith
[to be continued]

[image: image8.wmf]
PAGE FOUR


	[image: image9.wmf]       Post Box       [image: image10.jpg]



A Waugh, Editor: THE FOLLOW-ON, 2 Bramble Avenue, 

Newtownabbey, Co Antrim, BT37 0XL

waugh_alan@hotmail.com


	Dear Editor
I have read, with outrage, the letter in the last issue of THE FOLLOW-ON signed by a person calling himself A.N. O’Nymous.  What self-respecting character uses a “put-up” name to cast aspersions against fellow umpires & scorers?

In this letter he questions the continued presence of Alan Neill as captain & player in The White Stick Trophy team.  Neill has the full support of he who matters most – the Chairman!  Captains are only as good as the players he has at his disposal, and, to be fair, Alan has had some poor teams to handle.  I wonder if taxi services & red wine will continue to be supplied by this much maligned gentleman to the person who made these spurious and sadly unnecessary remarks!!!
As to the comments regarding our most gracious female members, it is most alarming to read that our correspondent holds them in such low esteem!  Without them, where would we be? They organise great meetings. They prepare lovely teas.  When our elderly colleagues lose count of balls bowled, there the ladies are keeping us right.  Wait ‘til the women’s libbers get their hands on him!  The cut he suffered at Saintfield will pale into insignificance!

I want to let the gentleman be very aware of this – your conduct and behaviour towards your peers will be carefully assessed during the season.  Handshakes for male colleagues and hugs & kisses for the ladies might just make a difference.

WJM

Dear Editor
It is with some amusement that I read the ‘dear editor’ letter in the last issue of the follow on.
The writer admits that he is not involved at the coal face – that is because the few people out there to be found hard at work are women!  I note he has given the matter much thought – I fear for his health, as that really must have hurt!  He thinks he is being bullied and harangued.  
Hello Alan W


[Honourable Ed. FOLLOW-ON] 

Just a wee one.  

Zaheer bowls a Yorker.  Maharoof misses.  Ball glances off the leg stump and the bails don't fall. To add insult to injury, it goes for a boundary. Bizarre.  Was it a wide?

Best regards,

Alan C
[Honourable Ed. NIACUS Blog]

[Ed.  Is this an attempt to take over from The Puzzler?]

[image: image11.wmf]

	I can assure him – “he ain’t seen nuthin’ yet!”
 Next time he attempts to signal a leg bye and is painfully waiting on the scorers for acknowledgment, he should practice his balancing skills as time may drag a little….Next time he partakes of the carefully and skilfully prepared teas, he would do well to check that the ingredients.  Remember, being stumped doesn’t just mean being given out!
Mr A.N. O’Nymous already gives himself away – we note the O’_ _ _ _.  We can and will fill in the blanks.  Yours etc
Miss S Ledger
PS: A translation of this document is available in Braille for umpires. [S Ledger]
[Ed.  These letters, from our esteemed Chairman & a writer using the pseudonym S Ledger, seem to indicate that the correspondents believe they know who the original correspondent was.  This is a big assumption!  And while, I appreciate WJM’s defence of those under attack in the original letter, he might need to be careful that this doesn’t indeed reflect a little bit of male chauvinism on his own behalf!] 
Dear Alan
Thanks for the February Follow-ON. I liked Keith's experience in India.   Slight disagreement with his view on traffic in Mumbai or Hyderabad.  The beauty of this system is “Nobody sleeps on the wheels!”  Everyone is attentive.  The golden rule in Indian Driving is hand on horn & foot on brakes. If you abide by this law, you are safe and you will reach your destination.  I am glad he liked the country and above all the deafening atmosphere of 45,000 screaming fans.  Now you know why Cricket is a religion in India. Thanks & keep up the good work.
 
Regards,

Ashok Sharma

Guys

Noted announcement from NCU that white balls are to be used in Challenge Cup.  Can I draw your attention to something that became apparent when the ISC went white ball. At least one club bought Kookaburra Turf at £75 each while others used balls which they admitted cost £4.99!!!!  Advantage went to the £4.99 teams as their balls were soft and unhittable after 10 overs.

Should there not be consideration of the quality of ball that is acceptable at this level since it appears we are talking about the effect of cheap Grade C on balls.



Regards,

Ian Johnston 



	This next article was the basis of a very entertaining Feb meeting.
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Many of you will know that I retired from my full time position of Deputy Principal of Bangor Grammar School to travel and further my involvement in the cricket umpiring.  Thankfully that is how 2008 worked out for me.
	It began in Phuket, in Thailand and ended in Hong Kong – in both cases umpiring in a Sixes tournament.  In between, I umpired in Dublin, Jersey, Guernsey, Israel, Radlet, Strabane and Bangkok as well as the NCU area hectic but very enjoyable.  In Phuket, I umpired in 33 degrees for the first time and found it to be a very rewarding but challenging experience dealing with the heat and humidity. Amongst those participating was Trevor Chappell former Australian Test cricketer. It was exciting rubbing shoulders with such a legend. He still plays a neat cover drive! I umpired the final where Calcutta Cricket Club made 116 off 30 balls to defeat Ethiad Airways from the UAE by 27 runs….Yes - 205 runs of 60 balls. 


Nearer home, in Dublin, I had the honour, with Alan Neill, of umpiring the three day game between Ireland ‘A’ and Bangladesh ‘A’ at Trinity’s College Park. Another great time, all the more so as I was with an NCU colleague. The game ended in a draw but there were some fine performances from Paul Stirling, Ryan Haire, Rennie Strydom and Peter Connell. Dublin was also the venue for the European Division 1 Championship. Unfortunately, I only got umpiring two games. Gordon Drummond from Scotland clobbered me with a cricket ball when I was sitting outside the boundary before the Scotland v Norway game discussing how Richard Smith and I would conduct the game.                                                                PAGE FIVE
One of the games proved to be a real nail biter and crucial one when Italy defeated Holland. 
The real highlight was meeting and working with Billy Bowden from New Zealand. He was so friendly with all of us and was always willing to give tips. I found him to be a real gent with a brilliant sense of humour. Another excellent experience.

Jersey was the choice for the 12-team ICC World Cricket League 5 tournament and again I had a fantastic time. All of the European Elite panel were there umpiring and I gained so much from working with my colleagues during this event. I umpired 3 games and fulfilled the duties of 3rd umpire on the two other days when play was possible. It was interesting standing in games involving Jersey, Japan, Singapore, Vanuatu, Botswana and Norway and a real privilege to be asked to umpire the semi-final of the tournament with Brian Papworth from Scotland between Afghanistan and Nepal. The winner qualified for World Cricket League 4 in Tanzania so there was a lot at stake. Afghanistan deservedly won. My final game was the 5th/6th play-off when Botswana collapsed from 77-3 to 104 and lost by only 15 runs!
	A SEASON TO REMEMBER IN PICTURES
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Alan Neill and I pictured at the Ireland 'A' v Bangladesh 'A' at Trinity College Park with representatives of the visiting team
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With Billy Bowden on our day off in Dublin
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The pavilion scenes on the first day of the WCL 5 tournament in Jersey
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Keith and I relax on Herm Island with Lindsay Horne from Scotland during the Guernsey tournament



My second visit to the Channel Islands took me to Guernsey for the European Division 2 event.  Again, a wonderful experience capped by the honour of umpiring the final with my good friend and colleague Keith Smith. The outcome of the round robin matches meant a Guernsey v Jersey final – a local derby. Guernsey won the toss and inserted Jersey who made 218 with Ryan Driver making a century. With three overs to go Guernsey were 210 for 4 and coasting. Somehow, Guernsey contrived to loss three wickets in the 48th over, another two wickets in the 49th over – 3 of the 5 dismissals were run outs, taking crazy singles and one LBW!   I gave the captain out from a full toss which hit him on the toe inside the popping crease and in line with middle and off. He said afterwards I had no option(.  Last over: five runs needed and only one wicket left. Three ‘dot’ balls and two singles left us with three for victory of the last ball and two for a tie. 

In the end, they got one and unbelievably Guernsey lost the game by one run. Much to our relief and pleasure, Keith and I were complimented by both teams and the tournament referee for our handling of the game.
Ashdod was the venue for the 60th anniversary celebrations in Israel and I was appointed by ICC –Europe to accompany Richard Smith to umpire 3 ODI’s between Israel and India ‘A’.  From the moment I arrived until I left I can honestly say this was a memorable experience. The hospitality was incredible, the games were played in a great spirit and the opportunity to see future Indian test players was exciting.  Added to this, Jonty Rhodes, Adam Bacher, Stephen Hertzberg, Greg and Jason Molins were invited to guest for the Israeli team. The games proved to be easy wins for the Indians but the whole occasion was one to be savoured and enjoyed. Apart from the cricket there were visit to the Indian ambassador’s home for supper and trips to Caesarea and Jerusalem, where we were taken to the Western Wall (The Wailing Wall). But the undoubted highlight for us all outside of the games was the visit to Yad Vashem – the Israel memorial to the Holocaust. This was a truly humbling and awesome experience. 

Radlet in Middlesex was the venue for the MCC v Ireland ‘A’ game. I was appointed by the ICUA to go and umpire this game and my colleague on this occasion was Ishy Dawood from Yorkshire, a member of this year’s reserve county list. Although enjoyable this turned out to be a very low key affair for seven sessions. The highlight was a brilliant hundred by Ireland’s captain Ryan Haire. Much to Ishy’s dismay, Ryan held off his second innings declaration until just after lunch on the final day – he complained bitterly that the Irish captain had killed the game setting the MCC over 300 in 49 overs. He was later to eat his words as MCC won the game with a six of the final ball of the match. It was amazing to say the least and nail-biting at its best. 
Alan Neill and I were again paired for the Irish Cup final in Strabane between Donemana and North County. Another great experience – a lot of atmosphere from the big crowd and a game played in a very competitive but sporting spirit. Donemana had a great chance to win the game but North County proved they are Ireland’s top club side by digging in and coming back from a precarious situation to win the game. 
My final trips of the year in October and December took me to Bangkok and Hong Kong again for Asian Cricket Sixes Tour events. The temperature was a lot more user-friendly and I coped well – with the climate that is. Bangkok had one final surprise for me. Over 100 participants attended the Opening function of the Thailand Sixes at the famous Londoner Pub in Sukhumvit. A brilliant night or so I thought. Unfortunately I was one of six to succumb to Bangkok Belly and ended up in hospital with a 42 degree fever. Consequently, I never umpired a game after a round trip of 12000miles.
PAGE SIX                                   
Hong Kong was much more successful. I umpired 22 out of 34 games including the final. It was a brilliant game and ended in a tie with the team losing the fewest wicket declared the winner. They were from Lamma Island of the coast of Hong Kong.
	MORE IN PICTURES
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Mahboob Allam from Nepal who made ICC history during the Jersey tournament by taking all ten wickets in an innings - 3 bowled, 5 LBWs and 2 catches - I WAS NOT the umpire at the Bowler's End by the way !
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The scene at Ashdod during the Israel v India 'A' series
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Pictured with Jonty Rhodes who guested for Israel in the series against India 'A'
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The set up at the Hong Kong Sixes


I look forward to 2009 in anticipation though I know it will take some going to beat a thoroughly enjoyable and fantastic 2008.
Trevor
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           RESPONSIBILITY

The following piece by The Instructor [slightly edited] first appeared in Issue 111 [Jan 06] when the article used to be entitled “Field Technique by Instructor.”

Umpires have a number of responsibilities specified in The Laws but, beyond these, each umpire also has many more general responsibilities:  firstly, to himself; secondly, to his colleagues; thirdly, to the players; and, fourthly, to the governing body responsible for the game.

Each umpire has a duty to himself to be as competent and professional as he can in carrying out all his on-field responsibilities.  These include a responsibility to study, and regularly revise, the laws in order to gain, and to retain, a thorough working knowledge of them.  A complete understanding of The Laws is essential before they can be applied in practice on the field of play.  In addition, he has a responsibility to be aware of, and to apply, any Competition Regulations and Bye Laws pertaining to a particular fixture as these will supersede the MCC Laws.  Each umpire is responsible for his own actions and for his own performance in the middle, remaining calm under pressure, showing good man-management skills, giving consistent decisions with confidence and displaying authority by his body language and appearance.                                            
He also has a responsibility to his partner in the middle and to the other two members of “The Team”, the scorers.  These duties include courteous relationships with team members and good communication skills.  Vital aspects of the responsibility to the “team in the box” are clear signals and loud calls.  It is also crucial that each member of the team is informed about the match arrangements, and kept aware of any changes to them once play is underway.  Co-operation and regular consultation between the “men in the middle” is an important part of the role of the umpire.  Remember, there is no” I” in teamwork.

Umpires have a vital responsibility to all the players in the game.  Their main channel of communication has to be through the Captain of each team, but all players should be treated with respect.  Get to know all the players by their first names [not their nicknames!], and not just the better known ones.  Always say “Please” and “Thank you” in your dealings with the players and they will learn to follow your lead.  This will help to establish mutual respect and set the right tone for the conduct of the match.  Try to maintain the highest levels of consistency in decision making and other judgments, and never show fear or favour to either side or to any individual.

An umpire’s responsibility to the governing body, and his Association[s], is to be as highly trained, highly qualified, competent and professional as possible.

With a firm commitment to all the responsibilities mentioned, as well as the necessary attributes [concentration, physical and mental fitness, impartiality, firmness and a sense of humour] needed to umpire the “great game”, each individual umpire will achieve the highest standard of which he is capable.  It must be remembered that the respect of colleagues, players, officials and spectators does not come automatically with “the uniform”.  It has to be earned.                                                                                                                                    
The Instructor
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This years UMPIRE’S training will take place on Saturday and Sunday 28th & 29th March at St John Ambulance HQ, Knockbracken.  Keith has advised that attendees will come out with ECB level 1 qualification.  Lunch / refreshments will be provided.
PAGE SEVEN

Also, as advised elsewhere, this year’s dinner will be on Friday 27th March at the Newforge Country Club – names to me please, and any donations for ballot prizes to Bob post haste please. 

Note, too, the following taken from the NCU website:
NCU Management Board announces redefinition of the Ulster Bank League with immediate effect: 

Premier League
Section II will now be known as Section I
Section III will now be known as Section II
Section IV will now be known as Section III

Challenge Cup - Coloured Clothing
The 2009 Challenge Cup will be played in coloured clothing from the second round onwards.  Participating clubs should note this and take necessary steps regarding white balls and dark sightscreens. [Ed.  See Ian Johnston’s letter to the Post Bag.]

Artificial Wickets
The bye-law (o) to be amended as follows: Non-turf pitches on appropriately graded grounds may be used for the following matches:  'Match 2' fixtures in the Premier League and Section I of the First Division.  Matches rearranged following postponement due to weather in Sections II and III of the First Division, the Second Division and the Challenge, Junior and Intermediate Cups.  Any match in the Third Division and the Minor and Minor Qualifying Cups.  
We hosted a very successful All-Ireland Conference on Sat 21st February.  More in the next edition.                                                                                        

Judith
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Saving on space & so not repeating questions this month.  You’ll have to look up February 1st edition to remind yourselves what they were.


[image: image24.emf]Answer 11  

Answer 11  

2x10 & 3x9

2x10 & 3x9





3x7

3x7





2x6 

2x6 





(33 overs) 

(33 overs) 





Now 24 over inns 

Now 24 over inns 





4x5

4x5





1x4

1x4





Bowlers 1 & 2 

Bowlers 1 & 2 

are

are

bowled out

bowled out





So the limit is 

So the limit is 

2x5

2x5





Any others 

Any others 

a max of 4. 

a max of 4. 
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Answer 12





Now 34 over innings

Now 34 over innings





4x7 & 1x6

4x7 & 1x6





Bowlers 1, 2 & 3 are bowled out 

Bowlers 1, 2 & 3 are bowled out 





So the limit is 1x7 

So the limit is 1x7 





and any others a max of 6. 

and any others a max of 6. 



[image: image26.emf]Answer 13  Play stops at 2.40.

Answer 13  Play stops at 2.40.

Tea taken at 2.55 means 

Tea taken at 2.55 means 

15 

15 

ALLOWED

ALLOWED

mins lost [part of 1/2 hr aggregate].

mins lost [part of 1/2 hr aggregate].





Tea ends

Tea ends

after 30 min at 

after 30 min at 

3.25 & another 15 mins can 

3.25 & another 15 mins can 

be lost before we are 

be lost before we are 

into 

into 

lost over scenario at 3.40

lost over scenario at 3.40

[ie 

[ie 

the 1hr lost covered ok by 

the 1hr lost covered ok by 

30m aggregate + 30m tea].

30m aggregate + 30m tea].





During 1st inns 1 over per 

During 1st inns 1 over per 

side lost per 8 mins off so 

side lost per 8 mins off so 

with 6 overs remaining in the 

with 6 overs remaining in the 

first inns the inns would be 

first inns the inns would be 

TERMINATED

TERMINATED

after

after

a 

a 

further 48 min lost

further 48 min lost

ie at 

ie at 

4.28

4.28

at 44 overs

at 44 overs

. 

. 





The D/L target at end 1

The D/L target at end 1

st

st

innings would be about 

innings would be about 

180

180

–

–

190

190

with overs 4x9 + 1x8. 

with overs 4x9 + 1x8. 

But

But

still off until successful 

still off until successful 

inspection at 4.45 + allowed 

inspection at 4.45 + allowed 

15 min to get started ie 5.00 

15 min to get started ie 5.00 

= another 32 min lost so a 

= another 32 min lost so a 

further

further

8

8

overs lost [1 per 4 

overs lost [1 per 4 

min] & team B inns is now 36 

min] & team B inns is now 36 

overs with the bowlers' 

overs with the bowlers' 

limits now 1x8 and 4x7.

limits now 1x8 and 4x7.

The 

The 

revised D/L target now 

revised D/L target now 

based on 

based on 

36 available overs 

36 available overs 

is 

is 

about 

about 

160

160

-

-

170

170

.

.
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In these times of economic hardship and the credit crunch, the Follow On is offering you a special 6 for the price of 1 offer in this month’s puzzler.

The striker "shoulders arms", offering no shot to a fair delivery that flicks off his front pad, eludes the 'keeper and strikes the fielder's helmet parked on the ground, as the batsmen set off for a run.
1.  What is the outcome and what should the umpire do?
2.  What if the ball had deflected from the pad onto the blade of his bat before hitting the helmet?
3.  What if that same deflection off pad then bat had been caught by 1st slip?
If that same delivery had been called and signalled NO BALL, what would the outcome have been in :-
a) Situation 1?
b) Situation 2?
c) Situation 3?                                                                  The Puzzler                                                                                                                                        
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	OBITUARY – BILL WHITLEY

	William John [Bill] Whitley died suddenly at his home on 12th February 2009, aged 64.  Bill was brought up in the Woodvale area of Belfast, and his love of cricket emanated from boyhood visits to the Ballygomartin Road club.

Bill qualified as a school teacher and spent many years on the staff of Lisburn Technical College lecturing on Politics and Law.  By then he had moved to the Lisburn area and spent his remaining years in that city and, latterly, in Dunmurry.  Bill gained the respect of all who knew him and, unsurprisingly, he was appointed a Justice of the Peace [so far as I am aware the only umpire to hold that office].  He also became an active member of the Alliance Party and narrowly failed to get elected to the local Council.  In recent years, upon moving to Dunmurry, Bill became a stalwart member of Kilmakee Presbyterian Church and was held in high esteem by other members of the congregation.

Inherent in Bill’s nature was a genuine desire to help the underprivileged and needy.  From about 1974 he gave of his time voluntarily at the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Lisburn.  In 1998 he became Manager of the Advice Centre at the Vine Centre on North Belfast where he advised on benefits, housing, employment and debt management.  Everything he did exemplified his qualities – diligence, compassion, sincerity and friendliness.  If you knew the man, you liked him.  Another side to Bill was a love of poetry, especially the poems of Rudyard Kipling.  It was fitting that Kipling’s “If” was recited at Bill’s funeral by a work colleague.

In my early years as Umpires’ Appointments Secretary, I can well recall receiving a telephone 
	call from Bill [who was previously unknown to me] explaining his desire to join the NCU umpiring panel and immediately his enthusiasm came through.  He was quickly enlisted and became a popular and valued member of the white coat brigade.  Unfortunately Bill was not a car driver but had such an endearing personality that most of his colleagues found it to be a real pleasure to give him lifts, and he was always punctual at the rendezvous points.  His favourite ground was Wallace Park, Lisburn.  Besides officiating there, he had a special affection for the country grounds e.g. Armagh, Laurelvale, Millpark, Muckamore and Waringstown. 

Bill became a very good friend of mine and accompanied me to Sion Mills in 1994 for a special match to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the never-to-be-forgotten occasion when Ireland bowled the West Indies out for 25 [after being 12 for 9!], and also to watch Ireland playing at Malahide and Clontarf.

Bill did not enjoy the best of health and for this reason retired from umpiring three times, but the lure of the game impelled him to make two comebacks.  His final retirement from umpiring enable him to spend more and more time as a member and spectator at the homely Derriaghy club.  He was very proud when deservedly appointed the club President – a position he retained to the end of his days.

Unfortunately, Bill’s marriage broke up a long time ago.  He leaves a son, Mark, who is a social worker in London.  Representatives of the Lisburn & Derriaghy Clubs as well as fellow umpires were amongst those at the funeral.



	“Farewell sweet prince, may flocks of angels sing thee to thy rest.”

	Peter Lunney
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As reported elsewhere in this edition the date of the Umpire Training Course has been changed from that specified in the earlier February issue. This will now be held on the weekend of Saturday and Sunday, 28th and 29th March. The venue for the course will be the St John Ambulance Headquarters at Erne, 35 Knockbracken Healthcare Park (formerly known as Purdysburn Hospital), Saintfield Road, Belfast.
The course will be the ECB ACO Level 1 course which is the first step on the ladder for anyone wishing to become an umpire, especially anyone with future ambitions to umpire in European tournaments. At the end of the course there will be an opportunity for delegates to sit the Level 1 examination which is an aural/visual, multiple choice paper similar to the old GL6 examination.
The course will commence at 09:30 on each of the two days and end around 17:30.
The cost of the course will be £25 which will include all course materials, refreshments and lunch on both days. I regret to say that there is no bar available! The course fee also includes free membership of the ECB ACO for the first year.
It is important that I know well beforehand who will be attending the course in order that I can obtain sufficient course packs from the ECC office at Lord’s.
To book onto the course, please email me at keithsmith7mr@aol.com.
Existing umpires who may wish to update your knowledge of the Laws of Cricket prior to the new season are also welcome.
Keith
	Date of Next Meeting
Monday 9th March
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AGENDA
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DUCKWORTH / LEWIS et al
BRING BOB YOUR DONATIONS
 FOR THE DINNER BALLOT
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