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As we approach the festive season, let us take time to reflect on the past year and ask ourselves, “Could I have done things differently?” In most cases the answer would be a resounding, “Yes!”  We could have been more knowledgeable in the application of the Laws of the game, more tolerant of the continual questioning of decisions & taken more time to attend meetings of the Association.  Many things we could have done & just didn’t get round to it.  Let us make a greater effort in the New Year.

The attendances have not improved this year and it is disappointing to me personally as Chairman.  If I am not doing the job properly, let me know – I can take criticism.  Suggestions – give me feedback!
To all the members @ Vice-Presidents who have suffered illness this year, I hope you are now on the road to recovery.

The popular Xmas Quiz will be held on the 8th December & it would be nice to see a large number of our members in attendance.  Judith has organised this year’s event, and once again tea/coffee, mince pies & shortbread will be supplied.

Finally, to all those members & Vice-Presidents who will not be present in December, let me wish you & your families a very merry Xmas and a trouble-free New Year.

Your Friend
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Joe
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The Executive Committee of our Leinster colleagues has recently confirmed the appearance of Bill Frindall, doyen of media scorers, as the guest speaker at their Annual Dinner on Friday 30th January 2009. He will also give a workshop on Sunday 1st February at Clontarf CC. The Leinster Association expects to be able to have places available at both functions for members of other associations & club members). If you are interested in either of the events, let any member of our own Committee know.  NOW,



Among the plethora of business at this year’s Annual General Meeting of the NCU, the following changes with regard to playing regulations were made, and I thought it appropriate to draw your attention to them here to give you ample time to study them in advance of next season.
Competition Rule 9(c):  at the end of the third sentence, add “with the exception of the Minor Qualifying Cup, where it shall be 40 overs”.

[This would reduce the maximum innings length in the Minor Cup from 50 to 40 overs.]

Competition Rule 9: add new sub-section “(d) Where the first innings of a Challenge Cup match is delayed or interrupted by ground or weather conditions, the number of overs available to each side shall be reduced by one for each full eight minutes of playing time lost after the designated starting time, where the aggregate time lost exceeds 30 minutes.  If play starts earlier, the 30-minute allowance shall be increased by the actual time played before the designated starting time.  From the end of the first innings, a further deduction of one over shall be made for each full four minutes of playing time lost.  No deduction shall be made until the allowance for any early start and the 30-minute allowance have been exhausted.  The number of overs shall not be reduced below 20 overs per side.  The Duckworth/Lewis method shall be used to determine the result of any match in which overs are lost after the start of either innings.  If 20 overs are not bowled in the second innings, and a result is not otherwise obtained, Competition Rule 14 shall not apply and the initial fixture shall be rearranged”. 
In any rearranged match, this sub-section (apart from the previous sentence) shall take the place of Competition Rule 12 (b).

[This would replace continuation in the Challenge Cup with reduction of overs and the use of the Duckworth/Lewis method to determine the result.]
Competition Rule 13(a): after ‘1pm’, insert ‘(12 noon in July or August)’.

[This would bring the starting time of all cup matches in July and August into line with that for league matches.]

Competition Rule 17: add at beginning of sub-section (e) “In relation to the first scheduled weekend fixture, or the weekend rearrangement of any fixture that has been postponed for reasons other than ground or weather conditions”.  Add new sub-section (f) “Where the first scheduled fixture, or the rearrangement of any fixture that has been postponed for reasons other than ground or weather conditions, is arranged for a weekday, teams may agree in advance to reduce the maximum duration of each innings.  No match may be so reduced to fewer than 40 overs per side.  In relation to the second or subsequent attempt to play a 50 over match that was originally postponed due to ground or weather conditions, teams may agree in advance to reduce the maximum duration of each innings. No match up to 31st July may be so reduced to fewer than 25 overs a side, and no match after 31st July may be so reduced to fewer than 20 overs a side”.  

[This would enable matches that have been scheduled or rearranged for a weekday to be reduced by prior agreement to 40 overs a side on the first attempt to play the match and to 25 or 20 overs a side on any subsequent attempt.]

Competition Rule 17(e): insert sub-heading (i) before “where the start” and new sub-clause “(ii) where a match has been rearranged as an evening match, the teams may agree before the start of play to shorten each innings, but no such match may be so reduced to fewer than 30 overs a side.”

[This would enable teams to agree to shorten a rearranged evening 50-over match to a minimum of 30 overs a side.]

Competition Rule 17(f): Replace final sentence with “No match may be so reduced to fewer than 20 overs a side.” 

[This would allow 45-over and 40-over matches before August to be reduced, either in advance or following a delayed start, to 20 overs a side, rather than the current 25 overs.]
Competition Rule 21: in sub-paragraph (a) insert the word “weekend” after “50-over matches” and delete “(except evening matches)”. Insert new sub-paragraph (b): “50-over weekday matches (except evening matches) may start at any time agreed by both teams but not later than 2pm”.  Insert new sub-paragraph (c): “Where teams have agreed in advance to reduce the duration of a 50-over, 45-over or 40-over match under the provisions of Competition Rule 17(e), (f) or (g), such matches may start at any time agreed by both teams but not later than 6 pm in April, May, June or July & 5 pm in August or September.”


[This would enable 50 weekday matches to start at 2 pm (instead of 1 pm, 12 noon or 11.30 am at present) and shortened afternoon matches to start at 6 pm or 5 pm.]
Competition Regulation 1: At end of Match 2 definition, add ‘Every Match 2 shall be arranged as a 20-over match.’

Playing Regulation 3: replace with: ‘3.   Match 2 Regulations (3.1 to 3.3)

3.1 Hours of Play                          

(a) Play in an afternoon match shall start at 1 pm in April, May or June, 12 noon in July or August, or 11.30 am in September, or earlier by agreement.

(b) Play in an evening match shall start at 5.30 pm in April, May or June, 4.30 pm in July or August, or 4 pm in September, or earlier by agreement.

(c)  There shall be no tea interval.  The interval between innings shall be ten minutes.

3.2 Minimum Overs
(a) For a valid result, each team shall bowl 20 overs, unless either or both teams are bowled out in fewer than 20 overs or unless the team batting second scores enough runs to win in fewer than 20 overs.

(b) If, owing to ground, weather or light conditions, the umpires consider that a 20-over match cannot be completed, a 10-over match shall be played if conditions permit.  A 10-over match may start at any time before 7.10 pm in April, May or June, 6.10 pm in July or August, or 5.40 pm in September.

(c) If a 10-over match is not completed (ie if each side does not have the opportunity to bat for 10 overs), the match shall be recorded as “No result”.

3.3 Bowlers’ Limits

(a) No bowler shall bowl more than 4 overs in a 20-over match or 2 overs in a 10-over match.’

[This would make every Match 2 a 20-over match, arranged as either an afternoon or an evening match.]
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Competition Regulation 2: add new sub-section:

(e) Grounds
A Match 2 may be played on a non-turf pitch that has been graded as suitable for the relevant league section.


[This would enable a Match 2 to be played on a suitably graded artificial pitch.]
PS:  While you’re at it, have a look at changes to Law 6 regarding the bat.  
Notes to Umpires from MCC suggest that in amateur cricket there needs to be flexibility of approach. Any bat purchased by an amateur player may be used until the end of its natural life. This applies to ungraded bats and to bats, such as those with carbon fibre handles, which were legal but have become illegal under the new Law. It does not apply to bats which were already illegal under the previous version of the Law. Consequently, there will be a phasing out period during which players will be using bats that are ungraded or possibly illegal under the new version of the Law. M.C.C. decided that setting a time limit to this phasing out period would be unfair to players who had bought bats in good faith. A time limit has been set, however, beyond which they cannot be sold. Moreover, it is likely that eventually Leagues and Competitions will themselves set a time limit on the use of such bats. Umpires will then have to act accordingly.
Alan 
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A Waugh, Editor, 2 Bramble Avenue, 
Newtownabbey, BT37 0XL

waugh_alan@hotmail.com


NONE COZ UR ALL LAZY!!!!
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This year the Trevor Henry Bursary was awarded to Noel McCarey.  Here is his account of his trip.

The ECB website kept me up to date with play during the 4 day game between Durham and Kent and hope as I did the site information was not correct, it was, as the 4 day game finished early on the 3rd morning with Durham winning the match. The match will be remembered for the fact that Robert Key the Kent Captain called the pitch inspectors who deemed nothing wrong with the pitch “A bunch of Muppets”. Thank goodness I had not booked the flight ticket. A free Saturday then so better phone Ian to offer my services for any form of a match if it was possible. 

Booked the ticket for Sunday out and Monday in and checked the train and taxi rates from Newcastle airport to The Riverside. Off to bed early with the alarm on my phone set for 4.00am. During breakfast I checked the Durham weather forecast and was amazed it was good for the day. 
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Arrived at Belfast International Airport bright and breezy and boarded the plane on time. I must say I was baffled by how many people travel to Newcastle on a Sunday morning and desperately tried to work out what reason they had for travel on a Sunday to Newcastle?

On arrival taxi was the preferred option with the 2 quotes I requested dearer than the web site quotes. Funny that! Anyway I proceeded to the ground and arrived just before 9.00am. The lady I was to meet on arrival from the administration office had not started work so to kill time I decided to inspect the ground and pitch which was being prepared by a team of 4 men. Excellent outfield and rock hard square. The “Muppet” pitch was 2 away from today’s pitch against Sussex which looked firm, true with a bit in it for bat and ball. The main grounds curator was very friendly and gave me a tour of his shed and passed on his recipe for repairing front foot holes during a 4 day game. 
The time was now right to leave the field and go back to the pavilion and on returning to the front desk I was met by Geoff Cooke Durham’s coach who made me very welcome and showed me to the umpires room, which was situated at the top and in the middle of the main stand. The spacious room had a shower, TV, telephone, clothes lockers and white towels for all. Nice to know the umps are not changing in the broom cupboard and are treated with the same quality and respect shown by the excellent player’s facilities at the Riverside. The players and umps even had a dressing room manager who as the day proceeded made sure nobody was short of anything.

All of the Durham players had arrived by 10.15 and the first impression was big, strong and athletic cricketers. Sussex duly arrived before 10.30 and looked as a group even bigger and fitter if that was possible! Both sides went out to practice and the skills and dedication shown were impressive. The intensive warm ups and downs and the intensity of the practice made me think I had watched more practice action in one morning that I would normally see all season at home. 
The umps John Holder and Tim Robinson arrived around 11.00am and made me most welcome. Another pitch inspection, this time with the official umps and another introduction to the ground staff before we returned to the pavilion for lunch being served at noon. Lunch was superb with an array of hot and cold dishes and all the peanuts and raisins you could eat. Yes I witnessed some players eat for lunch a bowl of peanuts and raisins with milk and a glass of orange with a yogurt to complete the meal.

After lunch back to the pitch for the toss duly won by Durham who elected to bat first. The Spirit of Cricket and pre match Captains pitch talk from the umpires comprised of “keep the fielders and bowlers moving as we are tight on time and if you are within the 30 yard circle throw the ball in on the full and not on 1 bounce”. Both umpires were fully satisfied that nothing more need to be said as there was a clear respect between all players and 1st Class Umpires. In the umps room the ritual of ball choosing took place with Durham accepting the 1st ball out of the box and Robin Martin Jenkins from Sussex inspecting all 24 balls once before, around ball 32, making his selection for the match.

During the 1st innings I read the odd bit of the First Class Umpires Playing Regulations Book for 2008. It was a fairly heavy and well constructed book with every detail of each competition well documented. 

Play commenced on time and was interrupted by a short heavy rain shower which reduced the match to 38 over’s. At the close of the 1st innings Durham has scored 221 for 6 wkts, a score which most people reckoned was around 25 to 30 runs below a par score. Phil Mustard top scored with 79. The standard of ground fielding was very good, in fact brilliant, and like nothing we see each week at home. No fear at going forward to catch or field a ball driven hard just above ground level. 

Nice to see at the break a little bit of head scratching by one official scorer who needed help with his Duckworth Lewis inputs until he was duly dispatched from the Umpires room to sort it out before the start of play. Not much different there then! I also discovered why the Sussex players who were not playing and those who had been briefly substituted were always going into the dining room. No not for the peanuts and raisins this time but to view the laptops running action clips from the match, all 5 of them, replaying anything the player requested to view. 

Sussex chased down the score in exactly 38 over’s and with the last ball of the match and ended on 224 for 7. Matt Prior scored 79 and Liam Plunkett bowled 3 over’s for 37 runs. I had an excellent view of the playing area and could also see the expressions of the players when they left the pitch as they had to come straight up the pavilion steps right in front of where I was sitting. 
I mention that for a reason as from my seat I thought “That looks tight” to a couple of shouts. One was for a stumping and one for a LBW. Both given out and just for a second I “imaged” is the player’s body language going to send some disrespect toward the umpire? Nothing of the sort and no sign of disappointment right up the steps to the dressing room were even hinted at... I can assure you that the decisions were from my viewing angle tight but when I found all the dismissals on Sussex Cricket Club TV after I had got home on Monday, the 2 in question were spot on by the umps.

Match over, handshakes all round and it was good to be spoken to in a friendly mannerism by both the players and management of both teams. John and Tim are two excellent umpires and were super hosts for the day, who were totally open and honest about their job even when I discussed certain aspects of their livelihood with them. John drove me to The Butchers Arms where I was booked in for B&B. Not a lot I can say about it other than in words from a current Neil Diamond song “Don’t go there” and I mean “don’t go there”...

In conclusion could I express my thanks to all concerned with Trevor’s Bursary Award within NIACUS, the host club along with Tim & John? It was an excellent trip and very enjoyable.

Noel
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                                                           by Ian Callender


Week ending May 23
Challenge Cup holders North Down enjoyed a comfortable opening defence against Downpatrick at The Green. Most neutrals were hoping that Ballymena had defeated Downpatrick in the first round so that David Kennedy could return to take on the North Down bowling attack but the men from The Meadow spoiled the reunion. Ryan Haire destroyed any hope of a cup upset with an innings of 147. National Coach Phil Simmons missed it but turned up to watch the start of the Downpatrick innings, unfortunately for Peter Connell who bowled seven overs for 38 runs. Ivan Reid confused the scorers when he did not signal a bye after the batsman obviously missed a no-ball and, oh, Trevor had to check with them to see how many balls were left in one over. Back to Stormont next day to see if Ireland could follow-up their win against Warwickshire in the return clash against Leicestershire but a horrible batting collapse ruined that aim. Chasing 246 they were 103 for two, with Porterfield 65 not out, but within 18 overs everybody was out for 164. The burning question of the day was a now familiar one at Ireland matches. Where were the spectators? There was a bigger crowd on Friday and everyone who bought a ticket for that match were entitled to free admission on Sunday. Ireland win on Friday and less turn up on Sunday! Mind you, it could have something to do with four club games in the Premier League and Section Two, including the host club arranging one in direct opposition to Ireland. When will it ever end!
Week ending May 30
[image: image24.wmf]Club match of the season so far at The Green between last year’s top two, North Down and Waringstown. Or at least it should have been. The game was arranged the day the Ireland team travelled to England for their next FP Trophy games so it was a Waringstown side without McCallan, Kidd and Hall. Batting first they made 188 but the bowlers were badly missed and North Down romped home by eight wickets with six overs to spare. A straightforward day for Alan Neill and Noel McCarey. A look at the fixture list shows Waringstown will probably not even get a fair chance for revenge.                                          [Photograph: John Boomer]
The return at The Lawn is scheduled for the middle of the European Championships! Flew to East Midlands on Sunday morning en route for Edgbaston where it was raining when the Ireland team arrived and still pouring when we left without a ball bowled for the coach trip to Nottingham and tomorrow’s match at Trent Bridge. The forecast was for the weather to be even worse but the wind changed and those of us lucky to be at the Test match venue were treated to a thriller. In reply to Notts 241 for six, Ireland were 226 for six off 49 overs with Kevin O’Brien 80 not out. Ireland’s big hitter kept everyone interested to the last ball when a six would have given Ireland victory but he had to be content with a four and an Ireland near-miss.

Two days later we were all back in Dublin for the last FPT game of the season, against Northamptonshire and, if anything, Kevin enjoyed himself even more. He got the wicket of brother Niall in his third over, but that was as good as it got and another batting collapse ended the first phase of the international season on a low.
 Week ending June 6
Delighted to get the chance to go to Ballygomartin Road - and not just because it is one of the best two teas on the circuit! Woodvale is a genuine cricket ground and on a glorious sunny day, it is hard to beat. Waringstown were the visitors for the Challenge cup second round tie but the gap between the top of Section Two and the Premier League was there for all to see. This game was put back two weeks because the original cup date clashed with Ireland training and Waringstown took the option to postpone the game. With James Hall scoring 105 not out, Kyle McCallan taking three for 30 and Gary Kidd conceding even less in his 10 overs, it was a wise decision and the margin was eight wickets.
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THE INSTRUCTOR’S STAND-IN
[for 1 month only!]

LAW 28: THE WICKET IS DOWN

[from MCC’s Open Learning Manual]

Analysis points:
a) What has to be achieved for wicket to be down [a wicket already down can be put down];
b) How a wicket can be put down – by

ball

batsman

fielder;
c) Conditions for wicket to be put down after decision to play without bails;
d) Remaking wicket - by 

umpire

fielder;
Commentary:
a) Any wicket that does not have all three stumps and two bails in position, as prescribed in Law 8, is ‘down’. 
As described below [apologies for no diagrams – editor’s technical skills limited – get your Tom Smith’s out! Having to compare texts & diagrams will focus your attention], only No.1 indicates a complete wicket. The others are all down. 
1)
all three stumps correctly pitched with both bails correctly in place;

2)
all three stumps correctly pitched with only one bail correctly in place, the other completely removed;

3)
all three stumps correctly pitched with no bails in place [completely removed];


4)
only two stumps standing [ie either off or leg stump missing] with a bail correctly in pace;

5)
only two stumps standing [again either off or leg missing] and no bail in place;

6)
only off & leg stumps in place [middle stump missing] & obviously, then, no bails in place;

7)
only one stump in place;

8)
no stumps in place.

Obviously, in No.2 whether it is the off bail or the leg bail that has been removed is not significant, nor in Nos. 4 and 5 whether it is the off or the leg stump that has gone. 
In No.8, all three stumps are out of the ground, with no possibility of any bails. In each of the described scenarios, the stumps still present were assumed to have been upright. BUT this is not a requirement, except for the complete wicket of as described in No 1.

Putting the wicket down is changing the wicket from how it is described in any one of Nos 1 to 7 to any one of the conditions in a later diagram, with fewer bails, and/or fewer stumps. Thus a wicket that is already down can still be put down, unless it is as shown in diagram 8. 
All that is required to put a wicket down is the removal of a bail if there is one and/or the removal of a stump. It does not matter if more than one bail and/or more than one stump is removed. 
Inevitably if a stump is removed, at least one bail will also be removed, if there to start with.  A major point to note is that a bail is to be completely removed from the top of the stumps. Usually, bails will fall to the ground, but rare cases have been known of a bail being dislodged without falling to the ground. If no part of a dislodged bail is above the level of the top of the stumps it has been completely removed from the top of the stumps. It should also be noted a stump is to be removed from the ground. Knocking it severely askew is not removing it.
b) Law 28.1(a) lists the agencies by which putting down can be done.  They are:

the ball alone striking the wicket;
any part of the striker’s person or equipment striking the wicket;
a fielder’s hand or arm striking the wicket provided he is holding the ball in that hand.

In each case the strike must achieve the removal of a bail or two bails, a stump or more than one stump, as set out above. This statement is applicable only if there has not been a decision to play

without bails.

Notice in Law 28.1(a) parts (ii) and (iii), items which are no longer part of the striker’s person or equipment can nevertheless be the means by which the wicket is put down.

c) Law 28.4 sets out how the wicket can be put down if there has been a decision by the umpires to dispense with bails. Law 8 explains the difference between such a decision and the bails merely being off in the course of play. If there is such a decision then the wicket is to be put down in exactly the same way as detailed in Comment b above except that the umpire at the end concerned has only to be satisfied that the striking of the wicket has occurred. He does not have to make any judgment about how hard the strike was, nor about the possible effect of previous strikes. Even if some or all of the remaining stumps are already askew, he will adjudge the wicket as having been put down, as long as there was contact between one of the agencies listed and one or more of the stumps.

d) If play continues after a wicket has been put down in any way, the bails and stumps are not to be replaced by an umpire while the ball is in play. Once the ball is dead, however, each umpire will

remake the wicket at his end completely, if it is down. In contrast, any fielder is at liberty to replace bails or stumps before the ball is dead. The only restriction is that the stumps must be replaced at the site of the wicket.
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NEXT MEETING



Mon 8th December 7.45

Treat yourselves to a fun night out!
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NOVEMBER PUZZLERS - more Law 42!
1. The following offences lead eventually to the bowler being suspended.  In each case state how many warnings are to be issued before this stage is reached.

a) Dangerous and unfair bowling.

b) Time wasting by the fielding side during an over.

c) Bowler running on the protected area after delivering the ball.                                                            

d)  Deliberate bowling of high full pitches.

 

2.  As the bowler turns away at the end of his follow through, you consider that he has dug his heel into the ground unnecessarily sharply.  When the ball is dead you see that he has made a significant scar on the pitch in line with the striker’s off stump and some 10 feet in front of the wicket at the bowler’s end.  State in full the action which you would take.

 
OCTOBER PUZZLER - the answer!
A batsman causes avoidable damage to the pitch for the third time, while taking a second run, and then is deliberately obstructed by a fielder, as he sets off for a third run.  What must the umpires do now?
 

The umpire would call & signal Dead ball immediately, when the deliberate obstruction occurred, informing the captain of the fielding side and his colleague of the reason.

Now he has two breaches of the Laws to deal with.  The avoidable damage incident (3rd. time) happened first, so he would disallow all the runs to the batting side and then award 5 penalty runs to the fielding side.

Next he must deal with the deliberate obstruction.  5 penalty runs would be awarded to the batting side. Normally, he then would allow the runs scored together with the run in progress, but in this scenario the runs have already been disallowed.  He would allow the batsmen to choose who would face the next delivery and the ball would not count as one of the over.

And don’t forget all the obligatory informing and reporting.

 

 The Puzzler
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