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Here we go again – last issue before the season starts.  Bails, coins, markers, pens, etc should all be being assembled along with last minute checks on regulations and laws.  Numbers are down this year and umpires can expect to be asked for a bigger commitment to cover the games.  Please do all you can to help our Appointments Secretary.  Big changes in regulations for the new season, so make sure you get to the meeting on April 14 to hear all about them.  

Still not booked for the dinner?  Get cracking on the phone to Keith.  

To all umpires let me say that we are on the field not to see how many friends we can make, although this may happen, if we always remember that we are there to impartially administer the Laws, whether in the Premier League or in a schools game.  

Have a great season, free from controversy, pain or the embarrassment of a mention in The Follow-On.
Yours in sport

Joe
[image: image4.wmf] 

SUPPLIERS OF SUPERIOR UMPIRES’ CLOTHING
Sam Alexander is able to provide a selection of high quality umpires’ clothing emblazoned with the NIACUS logo at the following attractive prices:

Blue or white shirt Long or Short Sleeve £12.50

Navy or White Blouson Fleece:  £25

Selection of trainers also available £30 - £60

Sets of light & heavy bails

For orders & further details contact Sam at

[H] 028 9181 7880 [M] 078 6621 8407
	DON’T FORGET TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE
http://thefollowonline.blogspot.com/
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I must begin this last editorial until September by extending the Association’s sympathy to the McNally family circle on the recent death of Reggie’s father.  Congratulations are due to our esteemed, Ivan Reid, on his appointment to officiate at the ICC European U17 Div 1 Championships in Belfast in July. Congratulations are also due to Keith and his fellow instructors for their work at the recent training course when a lot of hard work put into a new “hands on” format proved very successful.  Thanks, too, to all who contributed to FO.  Included in this edition is a summary of events at the Annual Conference by Alan Tuffery. Now that ACUS Ireland is defunct we are returning to the previous set-up of a Committee with 3 reps from each of the Associations (2 from Munster).  Your reps for NIACUS will be Murray Power, Mark Hawthorne and myself.
REPEAT MESSAGE: The current mailing list for THE FOLLOW-ON has 129 names on it.  So far, 51 have decided to receive theirs by e-mail & it would be of great benefit to the Association if more of you would like to.  I’d like there to be no hard copies of FO needed.  So, if you wish to join the electric mob let me know a.s.a.p. E-mail address below.                             

Alan
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A Waugh, Editor, 2 Bramble Avenue, Newtownabbey, BT37 0XL

waugh_alan@hotmail.com


Dear Editor,

[image: image20.wmf]As outgoing Training Officer for the now defunct ACU&S Ireland, I was hugely disappointed and embarrassed by the dreadful attendance of NIACUS members at our 10th Annual Seminar.  The event, which was splendidly organised and hosted by our North West brethren in the Drummond Hotel, Ballykelly on Saturday 16th  February, saw a sparse attendance of 10 members from NIACUS - the lowest representation in the 10 years of this annual event.   It is hugely dispiriting for the small number of people who strive to keep NIACUS up and running, supposedly, as the senior Association in Ireland.  For the record, those who did attend were Scorers Peter Russell (CSN) and Joy Muir, and Umpires - Sam Alexander, John Boomer, Paul Boreland, Mark Hawthorne, Joe Moore, Paddy O`Hara, Keith Smith and Alan Waugh.  It is about time that the membership decided that NIACUS is worth keeping in existence, and resolve to support all its activities in the future.    Remember you are all members - not honorary members! Seven open meetings, one winter training course, one Annual seminar and one Annual Dinner.  Where are you all?    

Paddy O`Hara.

[image: image8.png]


PAGE ONE
	
     [image: image9.png]





[image: image21.wmf]W/E SATURDAY AUGUST 18.  
W/E AUGUST 18
Andre Botha and Alex Cusack ensured that Ireland’s quest for the first innings points in the Inter-Continental Cup clash against Scotland at Stormont was never in doubt. They put on 234, a record Ireland stand for the sixth wicket with Cusack making 130 and Botha 186, the fourth highest score by an Irish batsman. The total of 473 for seven was Ireland’s second highest ever and the first time in 96 years they have scored 400 against Scotland. This is a seriously good batting side. 
The rest of the week was a Busman’s Holiday to Guernsey for the Under 23 European B championships with Mark Hawthorne and Connie McAllister on duty. We all had an enjoyable four days with Connie’s tales keeping us wide awake long into the night. Surprise, surprise, there was no need to hurry home; Saturday was another wash-out throughout Northern Ireland.

W/E AUGUST 25
To the Ulster Shield Cup final between CIYMS and Cliftonville on Sunday - and something of a shock as CI suffer their first defeat at ‘Fortress Belmont’, the game switched there from unplayable Moylena. Paul Stirling, playing a rare game for Cliftonville between his youth international commitments, was the exact difference between the teams. He scored 87 - his first half century for the club - and his team won by 87 runs.  I had time to go to Wallace Park for Lisburn-Carrickfergus game, reduced to a 10 overs slog but the only Premier League game to start, never mind finish, this weekend. Greg Thompson bowled a double wicket maiden - in a 10 overs match! - to win it for Lisburn. 
On Thursday it was off to Dublin, again, for Ireland’s final match of their greatest ever year and, fittingly, it ended with a resounding victory. Bermuda were the hapless opposition in the Inter-Continental Cup tie at Clontarf. Ireland piled up 524 for eight, declaring just seven runs short of their highest ever total - achieved in the UAE in February - thanks to another century for Andre Botha and William Porterfield’s highest career score, 166. It should be enough to get him a contract with Gloucestershire. Bermuda failed to get 200 in either innings and everyone could go home a day early.

[image: image22.wmf]W/E SEPTEMBER 1
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A dry bank holiday weekend! So clubs had an extra day to catch up with the chronic backlog of fixtures. On Sunday I went to Comber for North Down’s game against Carrickfergus. There was nothing eventful in the home side’s innings of 192 for nine but the game sprung to life with Carrick making a serious assault on the total. They were on course for an upset when Paul Coverdale was given run out, despite being “not only over the line but past the stumps!” These umpires! It was the decisive wicket and Carrick fell 17 runs short. 
Next day took in the promotion battle between Woodvale and Cliftonville. I was asked why I hadn’t been at Ballygomartin Road before this season and I had to remind them I hadn’t much of a chance. Indeed no-one had. Their previous game was on June 23! The game turned out to be another thriller with Cliftonville winning by one wicket with four balls to spare. They go top of the league but CI has two games in hand and both teams look good for promotion. 
On Friday it was down to Dublin for the Irish Cup final between North County and The Hills. Jeremy Bray was always going to be the main obstacle to North County’s fourth success in seven years and when he was out for nine, it was all over bar the shouting. The biggest cheer of the day was for Andre Botha who reduced The Hills to 51 for four with the first hat-trick of his career (but my fourth of the season). 
Next day it was Lurgan v Waringstown in the Premier League and what proved to be a fatal defeat for the Pollock Park side. Waringstown will be in the same position tomorrow unless they can beat North Down at The Green in what could be the championship decider. 
W/E SEPTEMBER 8 

[image: image24.wmf]North Down regained the Ulster Bank Premier League title with victory at Downpatrick on Saturday, the day after Waringstown lost to the team who are destined to be relegated. Peter Shields’ side set up their title celebrations with a 66 runs (D/L) win against the Villagers on Sunday. There have been many contenders for individual innings of the season but Ralph Coetzee would have to be in the top three after his century. Without David Kennedy, North Down needed someone to come to the party and Coetzee showed all his class to beat the Waringstown bowlers into submission. That left North Down eight points clear although their beaten opponents had two games in hand. They were not to matter after Waringstown’s shock Friday defeat and having missed that because of my presence at the Cricket Writers’ Dinner in London I was back in time to see North Down win the title at The Meadow with a comprehensive 128 runs success. Other results ensured Downpatrick were relegated with Lurgan, remarkably the last two teams who had never played outside the top flight. Now they 
disappear together.

W/E SEPTEMBER 15 

North Down’s hopes of the treble, in their 150th year, were dashed on Sunday by Instonians who won the Ulster Cup final at Upritchard Park by eight wickets thanks to an unbeaten stand of 125 between Andrew White and Regan West. It really was as straightforward as that and was a surprisingly tame end to an eventful summer. My season ended at Belmont on Saturday with the Section Two championship decider between CIYMS and Cliftonville. Both teams had already been promoted and CI got their revenge for defeat in the Ulster Shield final with a comfortable success. Chasing 220, Derek Heasley and Johnny Hewitt opened with 179 in 29 overs and after that it was only a matter of time until CI could start their celebrations.  It would be intruding on private grief if I mentioned the White Stick Trophy - so I won’t. Suffice to say that 32 weeks after watching my first match of the year (Ireland v Scotland in Nairobi) the cricket year 2007 is over. Never to be forgotten.                                Ian Callender
Ed.  A very big thank-you to Ian for this year’s diary which has been a fascinating record of the season of great interest to us all and made all the more enjoyable by his usual wit and easy style.
	



Our meeting on March 10th was addressed by Andrew Clement from the NCU cricket development directorate. Andrew outlined the function of the directorate regarding the NCU development plan, paying particular attention to development issues affecting umpiring and scoring.  There was some lively debate, friendly banter and plenty of questions from the assembled members. A big well done to Andy for taking the time to address our meeting and for the clear, open and honest approach he has taken to his role as director. The story is that although the directorate’s proposals would be for the most part beneficial to umpires and scorers, there are simply not enough scorers and umpires available to implement the proposals with any success at the present time. So it really is first things first, if more umpires are available, then it may go some way to make the directorate’s proposals more viable, and the association’s task of training and providing umpires for the NCU leagues and cups much easier.                                                                          Alan Chambers
PAGE TWO
	



Saturday 16th February 2008

Drummond Hotel, Limavady, Co. Londonderry

Hosted by the North West Cricket Umpire & Scorers

Supported by the Irish Cricket Union
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Crisp, bright weather welcomed 38 delegates to the tenth conference, in Limavady. There was a tinge of sadness in the air because, since the demise of ACU&S, it will be the last under the aegis of the Ireland Region. However, ten conferences - in various guises - have demonstrated their value and there is no doubt that the annual conference will continue to be held in the future. It was an intense, hardworking day in a good spirit as umpires and scorers gathered to share their knowledge and experience for the improvement of their skills and the betterment of the game. The focus was not on the basic laws and regulations of the game, but rather on how to manage the game, an area where the wealth of experience is particularly beneficial. There was also distinct social side to the occasion and the Leinster contingent, ably supported by a car-load from NIACUS, made a convivial evening of it, after the serious business of the day.

LESSON ONE

Proceedings began when Alan Tuffery led a discussion on[image: image26.emf] Managing Ground, Weather & Light, especially topical after the nightmare summer of 2007. The focus was on decision-making and clarity of decisions in the light of the law and playing regulations. Clear communication with the captains and scorers is essential. Clarity about the aims of inspections was important and a deep knowledge of the factors involved in arriving at the decision to call off a match for the day.  He used three scenarios to get the participants to work through issues involved in the always-contentious management of difficult conditions. 

The first scenario required participants to consider the timing and purpose of inspections. Umpires should always be seen to be interested in getting the match under way. Inspections may be of two kinds: to see what is stopping play and crucially to determine whether the conditions are suitable, unsuitable or unreasonable/dangerous. The second type of inspection is to determine to what extent the ground is drying and to make an estimate of drying time and the time for the next inspection.

The second scenario invited umpires to make a judgment on whether a damp pitch was suitable, unsuitable or unreasonable/dangerous and to advise the captains accordingly. It was agreed that a uniformly damp pitch was unsuitable, meaning that the captains could agree to play. However, the umpires would be vigilant in assessing whether the pitch was dangerous, in which case they would suspend play. 
A supplementary question asked whether the grade of the match was a factor in deciding the state of the conditions. This was unanimously rejected, although it was recognised that matches without umpires are often played in unreasonable or even dangerous conditions.

The final scenario invited umpires to consider what factors to take into account when deciding to call off a match. Essentially they are: estimated drying time, latest available finishing time (30 min before sunset) and the time required to bowl the minimum number of overs to constitute a match (at the stated rate, if any).
LESSON TWO
[image: image27.jpg]



John Boomer’s presentation on the Duckworth/Lewis Method was a combination of excellent use of PowerPoint and deep knowledge of D/L. The emphasis was on the practical as well as reinforcing the fairness of D/L in setting targets.  He used a few well-chosen examples to persuade any remaining sceptics that the D/L Method calculates much fairer targets in interrupted matches than the simple run-rate calculation formerly used. After briefly demonstrating the principle of resources (overs and wickets), he showed that D/L does not affect the probability of winning, based on batting first or second.

The essential procedure is to produce a printout of par scores at the end of the first innings. This is repeated at each further interruption when overs are lost. It is necessary to record the state of the game (overs and wickets) at each interruption; and the overs lost, as advised by the umpires. Finally, if D/L is used to determine the result, the D/L form must be completed and returned with the result form.

John then worked through an example on screen with specimens of the different printouts at each stage. The emphasis was on the practical issues of managing a match and getting appropriate printouts.  Finally, the participants were invited to estimate the target scores in various situations and drew some general conclusions about the effects of D/L on scores.

LESSON THREE

[image: image28.jpg]


Peter Thew’s presentation on Discipline was given by Alan Tuffery after the former was prevented from attending at the last minute, and focussed on the requirements of an effective disciplinary system and the nature of offences before proceeding to discuss well-constructed scenarios. These emphasised the need for umpires to act promptly to require players to show the behaviour that is demanded in the game, as set out in the Sprit of Cricket and the Code of Conduct.

The presentation began by outlining the basic requirements for a discipline system: a clear, agreed code (Leinster uses a minimally-modified version of the ICC Code), solid backing from the Governing Body and the willingness on the part of umpires to make formal reports.  The four levels of offence were outlined. It is helpful if the umpires indicate in their report the level of offence, in their opinion, although the Disciplinary Committee will naturally form its own judgment. The reasons given by umpires for not reporting were examined. The players have a duty to the game: it is greater than they are and they must expect to abide by the Spirit of Cricket. It is not good enough for umpires to refuse to make reports because it is too much hassle; it is their duty and if they fail, they are letting down not only their colleagues but also the game as a whole. The fear that they will be treated in a hostile manner by the Disciplinary Committee is essentially mythical. Modern committees are very clear about the umpires’ role and are sympathetic. In particular, committees will not entertain the umpires’ decision-making as a factor in a case.  Four scenarios were considered:                                            
The first involved a case of and foul language and possible dissent. The discussion focused around the degree of offence: was the swearing disappointment, dissent or abuse; to what extent was it directed at the umpire.                                                    PAGE THREE                                                  
[image: image29.wmf]The participants considered the key question of whether it is possible to make a report if only one umpire had heard the offending words. The answer was a resounding yes: the colleague should state that he did not hear but sign the report.  (If necessary, one umpire may make a report without the support of his colleague.) The point was well made that before they leave the ground, the umpires should advise the captain/club that they will be making a report.

The second scenario involved two fielders apparently giving offence to a third in a language not understood by the umpires. While there was a minority opinion that the umpires could not report something that they did not understand, the majority considered that the umpires should intervene as soon as it became obvious that it was not mere ‘banter’. Early intervention was the key to preventing more events later in the match.

In this case a luckless bowler gets progressively louder in his cursing and remonstration with his colleagues and possible abuse of equipment. This was a clear demonstration of the wisdom of an early (and sympathetic) intervention by the umpires to prevent matters getting worse. (There was some discussion of the nature and volume of swearing that should be tolerated. The clause in the Code referring to ‘bringing the game into disrepute’ was cited here.)

The final scenario was in three parts, designed to demonstrate (in[image: image30.wmf] spades!) the need for early intervention, There was some ill-feeling between the cubs coming into the match. In this case the umpires, if they were aware of the tensions, would be well-advised to mention it at the toss and remind the captains of their responsibilities. Some ‘gamesmanship', possibly amounting to obstruction, occurs and, again, the umpires should intervene promptly and remind the captains of what is required. In this way, further breaches of discipline may be avoided. If they are not, the umpires should report the offenders and specifically mention that the captain had failed in his duty to control his players.

LESSON FOUR

[image: image31.wmf]Ken McCaughey’s take on On-Field Management led participants a merry dance as they tried to remember their impedimenta and duties.  He focussed on preparation for the match: what to take onto the field, what is required before calling ‘Play’ and, lastly, the duties of the umpires at an interval. The first element involved a great deal of scurrying about as various lists were compiled and amended by each of the teams in the room. One formed the impression that if all the items were taken on the field, each umpire would need a rucksack at least, never mind a belt-pouch! (Some items were easily assigned to their proposers, such as ‘food’ and ‘a hip-flask’!)

REGIONAL ROUND-UP
[image: image32.wmf]
Alan Tuffery gave the LCUSA report in the absence of the President Peter Thew. Recruitment is not an issue, probably because of the well-established tradition of courses and also the pressure applied by members, especially the Appointments Secretary to clubs and individuals. However, it is a fact that newer umpires tend to do vastly fewer matches in a season than the 40+ per season men who are almost no more.  Grading reports were received from virtually all captains, largely because of the frequent reminders. The Union does apply a sanction for defaulters. Making the form available electronically had been a great success and about 80% of responses were by email.  The relationship with the Union is very good, thanks to the hard work of the Hon. Secretary in particular, and the Association is represented on the Senior Competitions Committee and the Development Committee. In relation to the latter, the Association has sharpened its contribution from the merely aspirational to setting numerical targets.

LCUSA MEMBERS PRESENT:  Helen Caird; Kevin Gallagher; Jim Gallagher; Jean Louis Laubret; Siobhan McBennett; Nigel Parnell; Martin Russell; Alan Tuffery; David Walsh.  

[image: image33.wmf]For the first time in three years there was no representative from MCUA. Alan Tuffery was able to say that there was no umpiring/scoring course in Munster this year because the Association had wisely decided to concentrate its resources on getting its administrative structures in order.      
[image: image34.wmf]Joe Moore, Chairman, summarised the salient features of the year. NIACUS was very proud of the success of Alan Neill on the first Trevor Henry Bursary trip to shadow first-class umpires. He stood in for a sick colleague in a day-night, limited-overs county match. Recruitment is a major issue for the Association.

NIACUS MEMBERS PRESENT:  Sam Alexander; John Boomer; Paul Boreland; Joe Moore; Paddy O’Hara; Mark Hawthorne; Peter Russell; Joy Smith; Keith Smith; Alan Waugh.
[image: image35.wmf]Lawrence Moore, Hon. Secretary NWCUS, emphasised the difficulties they had in getting reports from captains. For 2008 they proposed to dispense with them altogether and rely upon boundary assessors, who would involve the captains at the matches they attended.

NWCUS MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Caldwell; Chris Clark; Eric Cooke; Robbie Glenn; Raymond Hargan; Wesley Heywood; Connie McAllister; Ken McCaughey; Tony McCloskey; Colin McClelland; Sam McConnell; Charlie McElwee; Nigel McElwee; Noel McGinnis; Ken Magee; Lawrence Moore; Jim Robinson; John Thompson; Dermot Ward.
At the end of the seminar, Alan Tuffery, Regional Councillor, thanked Robbie Glenn and Lawrence Moore for their hard work in organising the conference; the chairs of sessions: Paddy O’Hara, Lawrence Moore and Connie McAllister; and everybody for attending. He also thanked the presenters of the sessions who had clearly prepared their presentations with great care. Finally, he thanked the participants who had demonstrated their commitment to their roles as umpires and scorers by spending the time to further their development. The standard of discussion was up to the excellent standard shown over the years. 

Alan Tuffery
[image: image10.wmf]
Ed.  Many thanks are due to Alan for this extensive report of a very worthwhile day which many of you missed.
PAGE FOUR
[image: image36.wmf]

by THE INSTRUCTOR
CORRECTION
This item in the last Fieldcraft article contained a deliberate (?) mistake – just to check whether members were reading The Follow-On in detail.

Scenario 1: A fast bowler bowls to the striker, who plays the ball into the cover region. Both batsmen begin to move out of their ground and the striker calls “wait” as a fielder runs to field the ball which he picks up cleanly and returns to the wicket-keeper. Both batsmen return to their ground safely and no run is scored.

The focus of attention, for the bowler’s end umpire, changes from broad to narrow, as the bowler approaches the wicket, reaching its peak as he observes the grounding of the back foot, and then the front foot, in the delivery stride. He must retain this maximum level of concentration as he follows the flight of the ball and until the striker makes contact with the ball. His focus then broadens as he quickly moves to the on-side to take up a position on the line of the popping crease, as far back from the pitch as possible in the time available. As he does so, he must keep the path of the ball, the fielding of it, as well as the movement of the batsmen, in his line of vision. As the ball is returned to the wicket-keeper and, it is clear that the action for that delivery has come to an end, and hence the ball is dead, his concentration can relax as he returns to his position behind the wicket.

The bowler’s end umpire should have moved to the off-side in the scenario described.



In a slight variation of the circumstances described in Scenario 1, where the ball is played in the direction of mid-off (or mid-on), the general rule, ‘of moving to the same side as that to which the ball is hit’, can lead to ‘problems’. The bowler’s end umpire may find himself in the line of the fielder’s return to either wicket or he may obstruct the fielding of the ball. 
In this situation he should move to the opposite side and take up a position on the line of the popping crease to judge any possible ‘run out’. In doing so, he foregoes the opportunity of observing the taking of the return and the breaking of the wicket by the bowler or other fielder. However, it is considered good umpiring technique to be ‘in position’ for a decision and, in this case, the umpire must rely on auditory, and what peripheral visual evidence is available, to judge the correct breaking of the wicket. 
But the focus of attention must be the position of the bat in relation to the popping crease. Remember also that the striker’s end umpire may have a clearer view of events and consultation may remove any doubts that may otherwise exist. If in doubt the decision must be “Not Out”. One other obvious reason for the ‘exceptional’ movement is to prevent the possibility of being hit a painful blow by the ball!

One of the most difficult or unnatural things that an umpire comes across at the beginning of his career is moving to the same side of the wicket as that to which the ball travels. It seems more obvious to move to the opposite side so that the movement of the ball and its fielding is always in view. With experience, however, this simple practice becomes part of the ‘normal routine’ and the movement becomes instinctive. It becomes the general rule. 
By moving into position ‘crab-like’, it is possible to keep the ball, the fielder and the running batsmen in line of vision by a simple turn of the head, without ever having any part of the ‘action’ behind the umpire and therefore out of his sight. The ‘difficulty’ then becomes the exception to the general rule as discussed above and remembering to move to the ‘wrong’ side. However, for the experienced umpire, who is properly focused on every event in the game, it becomes second nature. 
[image: image37.wmf]Concentration, concentration, concentration!
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February Puzzler - The Answer
A 
2 overs.

B 
0 balls.  ( 2.0 overs )

C 
1 maiden.

D 
9 runs.

E 
2 wickets.     

       1 ENTRY!!!! 0 WINNER!!!!
 

March Puzzler
 

The new season is fast approaching, so it is time to start thinking cricket and umpiring again.  So here are two 'on field' situations that you could be faced with.   
 

No. 1.
You are the striker’s end umpire in a Twenty / 20 match.  Your colleague has called & signalled a foot fault No ball, and then signals  a "free hit" for the next delivery.  This delivery is not a No ball.  The striker is standing a foot outside the popping crease. He swings at and misses the ball, and the wicket-keeper properly puts down the wicket and appeals.  Should you give the striker out Stumped, Run out or Not out?  Explain your decision.
 

No. 2.
(i)   Both bails are off the stumps and the batsmen are attempting a second run.  A fierce throw hits one of the stumps and breaks it in two pieces - with the lower part still in the ground.  Does this mean that the wicket has been further put down ?
(ii)  If the batsman had made his ground in this situation, and another run was attempted, would the wicket be properly put down if a fielder removed this broken stump with ball in hand and in contact with this stump?  Again, explain your reasoning.
 

THE BEST EXPLAINED, CORRECT ANSWER WILL BE OFFERED A FREE TRIP ON

[image: image13.wmf]
 [image: image14.wmf]
P.S.  Having already sampled one of these trips, can I advise the winner NOT to choose "See Dublin by Night".  I was fast losing the will to live as this nightmare experience unfolded!              PAGE FIVE
It began at 11.45 a.m. and ended the following day at 4.40 a.m.!! and included a visit, on the outward leg, to Peter White’s ancestral home      

in Poyntzpass, followed by seven circuits of St. Stephen’s Green, a brief stop outside to the Masonic Grand Lodge of Ireland, a nice meal ruined by two uncouth Bangor umpires whose first names both begin with "I" and end with "N" and a return journey which took in several Industrial Estates, four filling stations, and a police infested lay-by.  As I passed out, I could hear a distant voice saying “De Belfast road? Jaaysus fella, you’re well off de beaten track - Wexford is closer.  Turn round and.......... "

 

On second thoughts, if you win, just ask for another bottle of "Editor’s Claret".[image: image38.wmf]
[image: image39.wmf]Ed.  Please note that Puzzler’s account of his journey home from Dublin is from a gentleman who spent most of the journey with his seat fully back, feet practically on the dashboard and singing along (out of tune) with Johnny Cash!  Who would you believe? This tour company does not exist.
	



At our, unfortunately poorly attended, February meeting our esteemed colleague, Murray Power, gave a very interesting talk on his years within the corridors of the ICU.  From his notes, I hope I have managed, in the following article, to capture some of the flavour and highlights of the evening.  I hope my “ghost writing” skills do not do Murray an injustice!

Ed.

THE ICU AND I[image: image40.wmf]
As the NCU’s Treasurer, I was nominated as the Union’s delegate in November 1975, and my first Executive meeting of the ICU was meeting No. 88, and took place on the 18th January 1976.  You might find it interesting to note that the Irish team’s fixtures for that season comprised 4 games – MCC, Holland, Scotland [3-day] & West Indies [3-day] – with the Irish players put up in private accommodation!  There had been a grant of £1,800 from the Irish Government in 1975.  Compare this with January 2008 when the Agenda of meeting No. 228 showed 33 matches in 2008 [plus the Twenty-20 World Cup Qualifying Tournament] and a 450,000 Euro grant from the ISC!  Also in 1976, I scored my first Ireland match v Holland, which, as well as being Dermott Monteith’s first match as Captain, was also the first International of our late Life Member, Joe Vaughan.

1980 saw Ireland admitted to the Gillette Cup when we ran Middlesex very close at Lord’s.

The office of Chairman was created in 1990 [the President having previously chaired the Executive] and was the year I became Honorary Treasurer of the Union.  Fixtures for that season were against New Zealand [2x1-day], Worcester [2x1-day], MCC [3 day], Sussex [NatWest], Wales [3 day] and Scotland [3 day].  So things hadn’t changed much in 15 years!

[image: image41.jpg]


1993 saw the start of a new era for Irish Cricket.  Having been admitted as an Associate Member of the ICC, Ireland thus gained qualification for the ICC Trophy in Kenya in 1994. I went as scorer-cum-finance officer and Mr P L O’Hara as umpire [all umpires were from the competing nations].  Though the team finished 7th [which was a little disappointing as UAE, Kenya & Holland all qualified] it was, nonetheless a wonderful experience.  

PLO’H proved outstanding as an umpire and was appointed to semi-final and final.  One of my lasting memories is of carrying bulging envelopes from bank to hotel – the largest bank note being 500 shillings            
1994 ICC Trophy, Nairobi
The Ireland team and officials
[about £5!].  I wouldn’t be so keen to do so today. 
1994 also saw Ireland admitted to the B&H Cup which guaranteed more matches against county sides and in 1995 Mike Hendrick was appointed as the first full-time National Coach.  He really raised the professionalism of the players’ approach and it was no coincidence the team gained its first international trophies winning the inaugural European Trophy in Denmark and the Triple Crown in 1996.

The ICC Trophy experience continued in 1997 [Malaysia: when I went again as scorer-cum-finance officer with Louis Hogan as Umpire], 2001 [Toronto: when I was allowed to travel as scorer only and P L O’H was restored as Umpire] and most recently in 2005 on home soil.  
The Toronto outing was the least satisfactory of these when we finished in 8th place.  It’s hard to believe [in view of their current standings] that Holland, Namibia and Canada were the qualifiers!  It was, nevertheless, a very enjoyable experience – Toronto is a great city to visit.  In Malaysia we reached the semi-finals and lost by only 7 runs to Kenya but heart-breakingly lost the 3rd/4th place play-off to Scotland.  Bangladesh won, qualifying along with Kenya and Scotland.  I really liked Malaysia and found it a memorable experience.  And then, of course, it was a wonderful experience to be involved in hosting the ICC Trophy in Ireland in 2005.  Believe it or not there was only one wet day and numerous Irish umpires and scorers were involved in various roles throughout the event.  The highlight, naturally, was finishing 2nd to Scotland and thus qualifying for the World Cup along with Canada, Bermuda and Holland.    
Other notable dates/events include:

1997 Beat Middlesex in 1st B&H match (Hansie Cronje in team) – our first competitive victory over a county side.
1998 Derek Scott stood down after 25 years as Hon Secretary to be succeeded by John Wright.  Steve Waugh played for Ireland against Australia ‘A’.

1999 Mike Hendrick’s contract was not renewed and Ken Rutherford was appointed National Coach.  Ireland hosted a World Cup Match [West Indies v Bangladesh] at Clontarf on a bitterly cold day which featured Clive Lloyd sitting muffled up in front of the pavilion.

2000 I stood down as Treasurer after 10 years to become NCU Vice-Chairman.  Ireland played 15 matches – only one of them a three-day game.

2001 Ken Rutherford stood down at the start of the year and Adi Birrell was appointed as his successor – the start of a second new era!
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Hosted European Championships which were superbly organised by Richard Johnson and which were also an ideal dry-run for the ICC Trophy.     

2003 Peter Thompson appointed 1st Chief Executive.  ICC requirement for Associates.  Strong Commercial focus. 

2004 I was elected Vice-Chairman & Chairman of Finance.  Extra matches etc had made finances volatile and unpredictable – living from hand to mouth with reserves almost exhausted.

2005 I travelled to Namibia in October as a supporter to see [and score!] Ireland’s victories in the Intercontinental Cup semi-final and final – another highlight!

2006 A year of preparation!  Became Chairman.  Main challenges were the replacement of Peter Thompson [who had moved to a new job], stabilisation of finances [supporting and funding Adi’s road map to the West Indies], and, in the longer term, reforming governance and moving to incorporation.  During the season, we won the European Championship for the second time and there was a grand slam by youth teams in European competitions.  Warren Deutrom took up his appointment in December.

AND THEN. . . . . . ! ! !
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· The World Cup was the longest holiday of my life – away from home from January 18 to May 1 apart from two breaks totalling just over two weeks – and a totally unforgettable one!
· Practice matches took place in the beautiful city of Port Elizabeth and we were on the receiving end of some superb hospitality from the Eastern Province Cricket Association - 3 days at Test Match.  Day/Night match on Test pitch at St George’s Park – utterly memorable!

· In the World League in Kenya some splendid batting was not supported by a shocking inability to defend good totals.  Finishing 2nd from bottom above only Bermuda didn’t augur well for the future.

· Things began to look up though when, in warm-up matches in Trinidad, we stuffed Canada and gave South Africa an awful fright.

· Jamaica – Sabina Park – Zimbabwe!  Bray century – described 220 as a ‘teaser’ of a total.  Zimbabwe cruising – panic set in – Whitey’s last over! – the tie felt like victory.

· [image: image43.wmf]PAKISTAN – what more is there to say?! Green pitch, excellent fielding and catching – Niall O’Brien [not forgetting Kevin and Trent] – Bob Woolmer – Bob Kerr – West Indies – Chanderpaul – WI players very friendly and supportive.
· Guyana – 17 days rather long.  Georgetown is a quirky city with wonderful old wooden buildings but a brand new stadium on the outskirts – great drainage!  We competed for periods against England, NZ and SA but not consistently enough and our performances showed up a lack of depth.

· Barbados is a great island and we stayed in a wonderful hotel but experienced the predictable annihilation against Australia.  Our best performance of all was against Bangladesh posting a big, well-paced score followed by top class bowling and fielding.

· I missed Grenada/Sri Lanka but was back as ICC guest for the semi-finals and final.

And so up to date.  2007 has seen the appointment of Phil Simmons to succeed Adi.  Leicester was the venue for winning the Intercontinental Cup again and we also turned in respectable performances against India and South Africa gaining valuable experience of hosting offshore ODIs.  There were satisfactory results, too, against Scotland, Holland and Bermuda, and our youth teams were unbeaten in Europe.
In conclusion, I have to say that pushing through the governance changes recommended in the consultants’ review of structure, finance/administration and HPP management, for me personally, has been most satisfying.

Murray

	! ! URGENT REMINDER ! !

     [image: image17.wmf]
NEWFORGE COUNTRY CLUB, BELFAST

SATURDAY 12TH APRIL 2008

7.00 for 7.30 PM

Guest Speaker:  Keith Pont
Reservations so far have been very poor.  So you are hereby ordered to conscript as many friends and guests as you can to join us for this fun evening.  Not to mention making sure you have booked yourself!  Forgetfulness might just be forgiven but there is no room for apathy!!!!! At date of last meeting only 26 bookings had been received!!!!!
IT IS OF THE UTMOST URGENCY THAT YOU CONTACT KEITH IMMEDIATELY TO CONFIRM YOUR BOOKING IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO.

AS USUAL, ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EVENING WILL BE THE BALLOT FOR WHICH YOU ARE REQUESTED TO GENEROUSLY PROVIDE PRIZES C/O OUR JOVIAL ESTEEMED MASTER OF CEREMONIES BOB KANE, AGAIN A.S.A.P [& AS FAR AS POSSIBLE] IN ADVANCE OF THE EVENT.



Date of Next Meeting Mon 14 April
FULL TURNOUT REQUESTED FOR THIS IMPORTANT LAST OF OUR WINTER MEETINGS BEFORE THE EVER-NEARING START OF SEASON!!!!!!
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